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Holiday Annual.. s , l.921-40 (excep t l.925). 
l.0 0 Nwnbers " Bull seye s"J~'f/ - each . . • • 
l.50 Nwnbers "Dreadnoug)J'1;" 2/ - each • • 
3 Bound Voi s . "Nel.s on I.ee Lib" (O. S. ) l.82· - 207 

312-327 , ,4.l.5-434 • ,.. • • • • . • . • 
Bound Vol.a "Marv el. " 19~0.· 26 copie s 336-36 2 . 
3 Bound Vol.a. "Ranger• , :?~ , l.931-32 • . • • 
5 0 copies Suppl. a.manta of · th e Magnet & Rlnn y Pop-

ul.ar , around 1921 • • 
7 0 Loose copies "Gr ey friars Hera l.de" l.918-2]. 
4 00 "Modern Boys" l.oos e oopies , 4d ea ch • • 
200 "Bu:t'fal.o Billa" l.oose copioa (Al.dines) • • 
Bound Vol.. "Ge.rn", 308-333 
Bound Vol. . "Ge.rn", 346- 397 • • . • • • 
Bound Vol. "Magnet• , 300-345 a nd four odd car l.i er 

nwnbers in addi ti on . ~~ copies in all 
Bound Vol - "Magnet" 449-501, 52 copi es. 
Bound Vol.. "Magnet" 204-229 , 26 copies . 
Bound Vol.. "Mil.gnat" 502-553, 52 copies. 
Bound Vol . "Ma'gnet " 554-60 5 , 52 copi e s. 
Bound Vol.. "lii gnot" 398-4 48 5l. cop i es . 
Bound Vol. "Ve.gnat• l.142-ll.67 , 26 cop i es. 
Bound Vol. "Boys Real..rn' Footbal.1 Lib" 1-2 6, l. 909 • • 
Al.so l!Bjority l.oose copi es ''Magnet" 450 t o 1683 , 

and "Ge.rn" 45 0-1 663 • • • . 
Nca r l..y all S. O.L' a. betl"lcen 30 and 411. 
Compl e t e run "Det ectivq Ueekl.iea" l.-375 

Al.l. Gq~da 111 IERBE~Nl>!'i'I<lf ,1:t;th Covers 
Def :l.n1te best offers 11111 be given •• Cash .must 
acco.rnpe,DY a l.l. orders . 
2 , 50 0 ~Nel son Lees " fro.rn l/- to l/6 ea ch - dated 

l.9l.~ l933 •• 

' , 

B I L L :MA R TIN 
93 1 Hillside 1 , Ston e bridge lark. 

London I 'I .l'i.10 • 
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CCTOBElt 1950 

i:.Gi to r, :t,1__isoel l ..-ncous Se ction 
Her bert L<>ckc nby, Te lep hon e Exch Png o , 

C/o Cantttl Hog istry , llorth • rn Colll!IWnd , York. 

F.,0;1. THE EDITOi( ' S cii:.n i: 
In t Fix . I ' m ?1riting ey ch Pt for th o Octob er number 

b e f or e tho S aptcmb'or ono is out! The re r &O!' - o:, long -l ookedf o r wr rd-t o hc,li dey, end th o n ec&ssi ty t o l ook well ehei,d . Them: 
to kind co-op ~r ,tio n f r om th o dupli M tiDt: c-goncy th d S«p t.ambar number sh ould b o st f e ly rwr y b cfo r o I go . In th o ordinr ry wny 
.:,f things I ..:rk e it v kind of r e ligio n t o do somv wor k on th e crg v zin e every d vy t hl't dewns. But I won• t vow to do thet 
whilst in London town . Not th r t I sh a ll bs """Y from i t ~11 ; hr rdly lik e ly , i s i t ? The po int is I went to de liv er soma 
c op y bef or e I 150 and it • c not imJCh us e if 1 t doo on! t ·i nolud " 
this p ert. 'Rhe n when I ge t bock I c • n edd th e r est, inc luding en ec c owit of my erp uri encsa , end do e,;y ut most to. hAv " thi s 
i s su e uw•y cbout the ususl tim e . If I h a ve n • t quite suc c eeded 
I hop e you will s ay, ''1'1e ll, we ' ll excus e hiJD, ~ " fe ll ow deserved his holid ay ." 

..\. i<uOSrksble Coll ection: Somowhcr o 1n this iss u e you wil 
s ee vn advert. i'ro m Kr , H. C. ' 11. Pri ce i'or fiir e SQJttcn Blake 
Libra ri es. Only five, but there ' • " T8r7 a pe c i~l re eson wb;y-



~~~~~~~~~~~~~276 ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
h..:.. is r nxi c us t o ge t th em, f or if h o succ eo ,, s h e will h l'v o co~ J 
pl e:~e s ots of - 11 thr co so ri ce ; ov ~r 1300 in e l l. ThPt must 
b,. something of e r ec ord . You kn ow whr t it is th ough v1h en 
you went Just two or thr ee nUI!l:ber s ou t of tn(lrzy". You c11n s et 
th o one just bef ore, or that immed i a t e ly efte r , but tho cov c t e 
on e e lu de s y ou . So hflv (.. ri h l;)flrt, y ou f el l ows, if y ou hElve 
, rry of th ~ wented fiv e . 

Th o 11..:.nnual" 'fill be P(lc k od Tight: Si nc e our l est issue 
I h riv c r ec .Jiv ed John Medc r r,ft ' s'' Soriels frooi Vict ori 11n Doys' 
J ourn Pls". Ria contribut i on )Pet y e r r c ""10 out hi s h in th e 
popul a rity st~k e s , so will this one I gu ess when th e now vo ti 
t e ke s pl e cc. 

The n fr om ,., . T .Th urburn c oce e f1 l o~ r nd ext r emely int e r e -
t i ng -2rt i cl o on "Bold Robin Hood" . He: revi ews th e numer ous 
s t ori e s th a t h av e b :.:en -writt en obo u t th e f :-oous outl r-w, ~ry br k 
to Pi ere ..: ...gE'n , with sp oci t' l Pttu nti on t o the 88 ..'.l.ldin es. _\nd 
t he r e 's something froc Pe t er ~rl ker, but I refer t o th e t in 
HPmilt oni f' . Y1;:s, I f ee l mor e conf i <!cnt it ' s go b 4-; t o be r 
good ~U P l • Hl've you ordered Your copy y e t ? 

The oth er Uni on J Pck: :.,,, on e kee nly int er est ed. in th e 
r uth ors o f o l d I, Il['tur ~lly, r ce 1 with int c:na e enj oy;:ncnt 
'~lFlt er ~lebb's f'rticl e in r;ay coll er gu~'s a Gct i on l fls t mont h. 
It wl's F: grc l' t sco r e f er Blfl ki vn11. Tor i t ··:r l t er hl'd t o s ~y 
Pbout Pet r ick Morri s, f or instttn ce , WPS P rePl r evuletion . I 
s:loul C just l i ke t o r.ienti on , hov:J ver, th r t 17Plt 0r f e ll in t o 
one li t'tl e> orr or. I d id exectly t ho s eme , f ew y e ers ego . It 
wes ov er e st a t ement in Pn oe r ly -l,1. Union J e ck tbPt R. :·' .Be ll c 
tyn c wr,s r n oclitor c f th e Union J r ck . Tru 0 , ho wAs , but it 
wps o f th e t othe r U ~J., th o c ompr r r tiv e ly s ho rt-liv oC on e of 
t h& 1880 ' s , usu e lly known rs R"cnty ' a Uni on J e ck. ..Jl'lyon e c oul 
be pcrdonec for t:rl.sr ec din.. tho st e tement , for th e Hermswort h 
editor of th e tim e did not meke it na cle~ a s he might ha v e 
don e . fu:tu r lly, R . M. Be ll Pntyn c die.d · ~fore the U.J. we er e 
int't.'r ested in WPS born • 

.,x,ywey , jolly go od stuff , . We lter. 

Yours si n c e.r e ly, 
. ·HERB= LBCJGNFl . 

P. S . Sinc e writi rtg th e rb ov e I Hvve r e c e iv ed IIr rry Homer' s 
;;i'icle on th e fE-mous 11Conf ede r et ion" U.J. s eries fo r the Ann 1. 
Gosht it ' s gre fl tt en d I ' m l ost in tidmi r ~ti on f or the enormous 
omount of work he must h ev ~ pu~ int o it. 
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POPUL..R P ..PERS llF THE Pi.sT 

!lo .l o . "The Rocket" 
Feb. 14, .19~L:.Jtug· 16, 1924_: 7'} r,umber s. 

By. Herbert Leckenby 

"Th, Rocket" sho t off to c promising start , bu t fizzled 
out somewhet di smelly e ft &r e run of only 79 weeks. On ecco 
of i ts name, lll8Ybe, it was given F co:ver of mBey colours; th e 
:nest-heed showe<l th e title i n r ed on e yellow b ec kground, Pnd 
th e eeverel . pictures wer e in green, y ellow, r ed Pnd blU e , iii 
add ition t o ·• boring photogr aph in hl ac k end whit e . 'To com~ 
pl e t e , P border of exp l odi llf, r ockets e,nc! mrny st? r s. It Wf'B 

el l very e:ye-P.rr es ti.ng, but , truth t o t oll, es rm exflmpl e of 
th e colour printer's e rt it could . no t compar e with th e p i ctur
es que Dick Turpin _ -Cl!'Ud e DuvPl io.lclines of 20 y &rrs ~er li er . 

The coming of the "Rocktlt" v:rs, no doubt, A result of tho 
striking success of th e "ChPmpion" }Punched P y er r oerlier, t' 

thb intervening "Pluck" . The s i z ... woe eom ... wht't Wtusw:::l -
l on,;e r but slightly ru>rrower then its two co!!!penions, in other 
words larger than th e il,,gn et, but sm,,lle r thrn th e r a th er w:,
widdy Boys • Friend. 

Ther~ wei-e 28 pege·a·, incluCirlt? the cover , rnd ful l Pdven-
t t"go wrs ta ten of every inch · of' Spre e . Thi0r c v;-re ccrt Fiinly 
vf'luc f or twopence so . ff'lr rs qunntity \7 E'S co:11ccrned . The 
edito r , in its ea rly days et l ePst, w,,9. enterprising, dY'nAmic' 
F .·.ddington Symonds , end in =ery lin ~ you coul d discern th e 
gui ding hrnd of his fri end and mes t or, :.rthur Brook. (.:..c. Mor 
sh e ll ) , onv 

0

ti me ed it or of th e Big Bu:!1set, and most lov ebl E of 
mon. · 

I he% No .l \ efor ~ me es I writ e , r nd if I hr 'd b aen r ~
vi sdng it on th e dey it wa~ publishep, I shoul d hov e f or etold 
e succ~ssf'ul !'utur e , for its cont ents :would hevo s eemed just 
th e thing for the bays of th e period. · The st ori es , in the 
main , fulfill'ed the editor • s slogen "off the tn>il yPrns" , the 
got away with e ·bong fr om th e worcl go; good, cl ean thrills, 
without th e s bsurdi ties of th e pr esent · -dey boys' . pep ers. 

Tho first st ory in th? t No.l Wf'IS "Cyclon e S1CH" It was 
described as "Th e First Gre e t Non-Stop Yern of this 'Thirlwind 
Seri~s 11; snd this P""rticular one bor e the sub-titl e , "The 
Piretes of the Pole" , author Re id 'Thi tley. . 

Jlext come the start of e serial "The Temple of Thrills" 
by Rupert Drake . It bid f air to live up t o its title: 
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Fol l owed "The Cowboy 'Te e" intr oduci ng "Lone -HPnd Lorr i me1"; 
f'no tbo r se r i...:s ste r ting of f vii th "The D0se r t Ri der". Se id to bE 
writt en by Jnke Dfll:!~~!~ -~..Q!Y)t.1ess . s p en-n ame . 

The mat f'our p~g~s wer e occ ~pi_ed by "Tho Gol den Ladder", 
a sor i r l of ti r e th e r ·diff er ent typ e, desc rib ed es 11. ~ Hee l Humai 
Int erest Dr flIOO of e.: :Bey• 8 Ris o to Fame . 11 It wes wri t t t::n by 
Re;ymon d Lee , ectus ll z. _!!:. Le ilr c t on Mrr t in, P v ery popul Pr , uth r 
of tt rathe r e orli er _ q,;y, espec i a lly on t ho "Big Budge t ''. The 
arti s t F r ed Hol mes h.•d also work ed fo r th e t pepe r. 

St ill anot her ae rie! " Chums of th e Clyd e" by Capt ein 
Mel co lm Ariioid , eri euth or who I believ e h•d e ri gh t t o the 
milita ry -rt1nk; for he had written m,iey yS inB Of Pl"ll\Y lif e with 
th -1 re el t1t mosphere. r '· :!.! __ . 

Fin e lly, so f er es Stories ...-we_cy conce rn ed , cDme "The Ps:op e 
of the A.Dyas". This r fln to six ?~gee, thl"ee co lurrma t o fl 

prge ,· se t s o1.i e in em~l l, too small, type, · much in vogu e E"t 
th t: ti me. The l'uthor ' a neme is indisti nc t on ru;y copy, but 
1t · l oo ks l ik e Hertl ey T.rellll!i ne . Th<a Prti st W~ S J . H. y e l de , 
e busy men in th os e day~ . -

In .-dditio n to e ll this fic t i on, t his bi g number con
tEliricd .f' pi Ctur o competi t io n , "Te l epioe", puzzl es , j okes , r 
fr ee ph ot o Sild v. Cer:\' cnti er , end laat but by no meena l ee~t, 
e ppge of 00.it ori e l chet under t ho he e di ng "Spar ks" . Actu Pll'y , 
it c omo on page ~ "-· '!n ray opini on P boys' prpe r we s nvt com 
pl ct o ~ t hout en edit or ~~. chat , end when th e r e wF.Js cin e I 
.;IJ:nori.,iw,Q' r eed it fi rst . . It i s somothing s edly .l •c;k1.ng in 
th e f ew boys• weeklies Oll the bookst a ll s t o-dey . . 

Tht-1 c hr t in tht: "H.oette t" w .s wri tten , of cours e , by 
F . 1.ddingto n Syi:,onds , and fri end ly, live l y s t uff it was, " 
t ontr as t t o t he som&V?h.Ct sc hoo lme,sta r ly mflnnor of quix oti·c 
g,,m11 to n Edwerds of r n earli e r d • y • 

. This ., t he n., wca No .l of.. _the "Roc.ke t "· ,Omtth ~ f oc e _of it n 
pap~i: 'Wit h e.·voq pr omis ~,f ~t!Jr !'-• For .the run °of th e first 
vb llJjDP,, t hor a wes pr ec tic e ],J,y no ChOilgQ in s tyl a exc"!)t 'th c t 
with 'Some numbers th e cov e_r hed one l arge pi ctur e · inste od of fl 

mpibGir O.t Sm.el,1- on e;e. The single on e s were more effect iv e ·. 
'Here a r o · SOile of th e st ori es p ick ed e t rendom 1 which epp .-r red 
in suc~ ~ed;I!!( ,number ~ . . . . .'· . . 

. ''.'l'l)e Tr ~il of th e Peri she r". This w•s writt en by Gilb er 
Chcster f wop .,k:nown to Bl eke f • na . 
''The Bl ac k c1,iw,• liy Ern est "loo t on. 
"Outl _e,rs of .,tho ],list" · by-.Slngl e t on Pound _, on o l d auth or , this, 
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p ... pul t r i n the hr.' pe ruzy drys c f t he 11 Unio n J "".ck" . 
"The cr1me King" by R1..,b~rt S t andring , ewi 11Frc z en Gol d0 ' PUth or , 
.!.. H. S . Mey . 

In No,21 e ster fo otur e wee e · l ong compl e t e s t ory by thet 
brilli ant, ch orming but weyward chnr r.ct e r, th e l e tc Gwyn Evl'ns , 
f on dly remember ed f c,r his · bi zarr e St,xt on Bl eke y orns . This 
one in th e .i ockot wes t ypic l' l of him ; its titl e, "Tho Vcnge ,m c 
of Phflr eoh11

, which t o l C. of 0 Dtmger 0 Dl'ne-, th e Cycl on~ Sl e utht 
Pvor G"yn! I,. t r age dy he di ed bef or e his time. 

St er tin., with No . 13, th o t itl e of th e ed ito r' s che t wc a -
ch c~ocl t c II I Sey", enoth e r exempl ..; of th e influ enc e of the 
old "Bi g Budget' ' f or t)1e ecli t or's · column th Gr e in wr.s nl"~ed th e 
s rav . 

But the r e wcs El more import t'nt connecti on with thr t l ong 
deed p~per , fo r in No. 10 th er e commenced e new seri r.l ent itle d 
"The Pot t c-;r' s Heri t rgG:" .. The Etuthor wrs g iv ~n .:;s Corr s s York e 
but thr t 'frl's ju s t ono of th e pe n-n :-mes of th o ol r! odi t or of 
th~ 11Bi& Bu~ ct" hiins 1:lf . Thor o' s t rue romflnCl:} in rcPl lif e 
in th r"t s i tu :"!ti on , the y cu.T)(; ed i t or employing th e o l der one, 
th e n on who hrd t l"'ught hi.I:I. all h e kn e1• r n~ t o S/hom ha owed so 
much . 

Four oth er s~ri e ls s tarte d dur ing th e run of Vol. I , 
"lsl~s cf Gol d " by Prnl Hc ts pur ( ectuvlly Lest e r Bi ds t on, e 
Liv erp ool sch volo c ste r }; "Thu V, lloy of Secr,; ts " by Vince nt 
.."lrmi t rg o; 11Thu Two-Gun Shcriff 11 by Jeiko Dflnv&rs; t nd "The 
Lur e of Ophir. " Eor l e Donosford wos g i ven "" th e outh or of 
th o l e tt er , but th ct, of cour se , l'.as only 11nother ne.me f or th e, 
edit or, F . ... :1dington Syr-ioncls. 

In th..: l llst numbe:r of th £:-ve lum,;. · new s erl E'l W C'S 

mmcunc ed to st ert t he f oll owillis Wl;;lek , "The Paint ed Dae th" , 
by 1]cl Sr.ycr . Compl e te st ori es f or the seme number wer e 
"Thc., Cr 1..ep~ Tt:rr or" ; ''The Bullion. Robb<:1rs 11

, end VFg c.bond 
Vcl - Knight Errruit" ( Geyn Evans } • 

.:.S I hcva sai d , -I cr n go no furt her the n· Vo l.I , bu t I 
t hink I bev" t ol d en.ough t u p_r ove th a t fo r- r third of its 
ce r&er Eit leas t , the 11Rockct" wos ~E' reel l i v e , go-c:h ~-~d poper , 
run ning just the kin d of st ori es. boys l ove . Why th en di d it 
Gi e so young? Mc-ybe it wc:s th ot once ege i n "thr ee 's ·,. crowd·' , 
th et pvcket money woul d not run t o th e °Cbrmpio n°, "Pluck" .
and th e uRock e t " ( to s ciy not hing of "Yowig Br i t E'in" whi ch he.1 
come un der t he seme c ontrol) end t hl't th ~r af oro th e young er 
\ro the r b ed t o go . 
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I t hi nk; it cor e lik ely t hough th e t s oceo nc hec , cr Pvi ng 

to t ry ond cQl!lpete wit h the · Tho!llson p e.,ers by i mi t oting t hem, 
rnd t h "'t r::,eflnt th e cont r o l c f th e "Rock e t " pflsse d- out of the 
hDnds cf · Mr. i,ddingt on Symonds, ':ii th hi m ·• >ul d go the inti 
mot e to uch, · th e lin1< between edit or and r eed er, t he t ribu te • 
t o aut hors and artists, fv r th e publishers ove r t he Border 
car e n othing for · the~e . But th Gt 1 s just IIrJ' opi ni on , meybe 
I 'm pre ju di ced , f or I l oved just th ose things . in the pr? ers · 
I re ed when e boy . · 

'.l.:.IlTE!h Sax t on Bl r,ke. Lib r ar i es 1st s.eri es ,· 13 end 23 •· 2nd 
~ .405, 407 ond 513 , .:..lso collecting Beys • Fr iend 
Libr ari es . \ThC't , hr ,re you? ~ .~ .N. Price, 22 llorth d::,wn :ke d , 
,!arge t e , Ken t . 

•,: •• 'ffED: 1.11 B,,ck Number s of C,.lle c to rs' Digest , .i.ls o ..nnu r.l s 
~ ented , l\!Pgnets !Io' s 1250, 1257 , 1290 , Your pric e pr i d. 
s . Smyth , 1 Br endon Str ee t, Cl ove' ly , N.S .'J., .:.ust r elir . 

~ : Uni on Jeck (i n good co:1dit i on) issues during yoe r s 

1

1920-19 24. in c lusiv e . J csc phin e r:,ckme n, 27 .'.r chd e l e ~loe.d, 
Eest J)Ul·,n ch , Lendon , S . E. 22. 

, ~: l,ierv e l (ld) No . 393 . Jloys ' Fri end Libr eri Gs (1st 
seri es ) llo ' s 1 , 2 , 7 , 6, 109, 119 , 122, 130, 142, 154 , 159, 
~.w,™,~ . ~.~.~ . rn.~.m.m.m . 
:.is o CheGr Boys Chte r , l ~ . Weekly , e ll numbers , E , Bli ght , 
"Srndh.il l s" , C· .. ms t flnti.n t.: 3Py , St~. Merryn, Comw~l l . 

·1 JlTED lDG ',il TLY: Gems ii~ ' a 819 en1 94 6. Josep hin ~ Prckmen, 
27 :.r chdc l e R.Jod, ·,e st Dul wi ch ,· :Loridon, s .>:.16. 

7 /6 eccl) o'ffci~~ /o_r eey , c~. th e. f .oll owing '.'i'P!'ST,i~•; I,l b_rr ries 
in good c.m ~iti on: 1, 14 , 15,, 16, 17, 18 , ,:1_9, ·· ;.:, . .. . 
1. peckmer\ ,_,27 ;.:.ch de l e H~pd , E. J)Ulwich, S .E . 22, 

FOH S!JE . To~th e Ri'gh·es t · Bi d<l'er •. !lo. 2, (l d) Gem. No.2 , 
·ll.,>;;'z)et, in r bs o:tutel y m ilt condition; .gua r e11tLed by Mr.L •. 
p,tckl!i,,n. Reif pr oc.~eds of s e l e t o th e ·_Old Boys • Book. Club. c ;j;;~y. Venni ::1or e., 25 Byron I.venu e ; "los t Houns l ow, l'i1d 1 eso x. 
Tl1er'o ·'.l.~· ~· ~pf ci rl t cvso n f or this sol e . 

tc,ok out fo r en erti c l c s hurtly on. en emezi ng 
coll ec ti on. 
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.-- - - - - -- -,,on t roll ad: by Herb ~rt Leck enby 
In tbe go l den dFy s :bf the "Gem" l'ntl th & "Mnene t" the editu r& wer e f r equent ly • sk ed , ' 'l",hy don't t he chPr,,ct era grow ol der ?" On su ch occ asiona t he edi t or s , es pec i ,..lly H. L.. Hint woul d r eply f ec et i ouel y end dr rw • f anciful pi c tur e of Bob Cherry with • bee rd , or 3!erk Linley h obbling Al ong on cru tc he s Well , tbe.t of cours <I wrs no PDBWer r t • 11 . You don't qlll' lify f or th e old rge pens i on FB soon E'B y ou l ce v o schoo l. ' J,;r,ywey, it • lwrys hes bcon an int er es ting subj ec t on whic t o le t one ' s f oncy pl s t , ,t or r ll th e chllrect ere wer e s o lif e lik e t hr t one coul d not i wcrulering wha t llligh t hav e h•ppened t -> th &m if t hcy had poss e on fro m th e wor ld of s ch ool. 7e •vo a ll met ol d sc hoo lf e llows a t somo tiln o or o the r r nd ge t ch rt ti rbou t ''Uhcr e di d ao-Eind-so gt:t t o ?" . "Rcme!Dber Smitey'? He ' s doing j oll y well , " ·. end so on . , :.nd bow in t er esting you find · \'loll , th is i s ·jU11t by " " Y of ·Ml introduc ti on t o t he • rt ic c f or th o ;,nnuel f rom Pot er !l• lk " r . He de al s wi t h t he sub je c.:t, bu t he cppr onches _i t . f r= r new engl e . . . I' 11 j us t wbot your aope ti t es . He hr s ju st se ttl ed dcwn fo r P t r • in j ourn ~y f r om Brist ol t o London, when thr ee more.pes s enger e ge t in - two men , nd e l ady . Th u thr ~o ster t ~ tt i ng ond t o hi s • st onis hmont Put~r ~ eli ses hu is unev oi d/lbly list ening to Herry "1brrt on , ~ r r.nk Nugent , end Harry' s wif e , fo rmerly ~!rr j or ic Hazoi dcno . Pu t ~r get s dr ewn in to t he convcra r ti on r nd soo n i s l cl' rning Pl t ha t hrs hcppe nud t o meny of t he ot he r f r mous ones , i ncl udi ng t hos e, once of S t. J im's. Fvr inet imco , he hea r s t lw.t ol d Dr • .Locka di ed sccic · y<scre ego' ~t th e ' voncr obl e ag e of '62 , rnd t hr t Mr. Quelch is s till ali ve bu t livi ng i n r e tirem ent . Ths D • i.rcy - but thot • s es fr r es I' 11 go . Even t hough we know th cherect ers er e jus t whore they wor e , Pot er' e f ttnt f'ey r oPd.s so ruiturs lly t he t i t quit e intrigu es me Pnd I f ee l s ur e 1~ -wil l you whe n you r ead it . :.f t e r Pll , we 'r e a ll setitim entrli st s , or I shoul dn 't b o writ1~ t hi s , or you r ea i3.1.ng_ 1t. 

+ + ... -+ 
For • per i od in t he hcy dey of t hv Gem end th o Megn et r eade r&• back number went s wor o. publi ,ehed .• · ~t wr s i n t er esti t o not o th e gr ee t deJllllnd for cert • in ~~ories: "Bob Cherry in osr ch of His Fa t her''; ''F i m ' s Fi g FUddi ng'' L end " Bob he •s Berri -Out " were Uiree I· pe:tt i cul f'rJ.Y r emem~r . ~i:t 



th e, ti me,, of c '">urs t:, hunr:reds of st .:>r ioa hrd not ba&n writt vn, 

rnd the vogu e wes mor o for single st ori e s r e1th or then "se r i~s " 

I wonder ...,hich v.-.,s t he most poplll:n:c " compl e t e in one number' ' 

8 t c,ry r nd tho c , st sough t r ft cr "se ri es". Judging by '"IY pos t 

beg , 91her o th e l a.t ~er'a oonce rn ed ,.~I - should BPy '\ha i rr es i s t .... b e , 

f entostic, intriguing"Bunt or Court •• "cule bo high in th e list . 

lih t t d o you think? 
+ + +. 

Pe tl -r Wolk ori rg,, inl Hor e •s· eD<.thei' ·r rticl e he \,eri t mo 

,svmd ,"t.11:le ego . · It •cont e ins no strtistics, but Ill/I pos·t-b cg 

,e lls me !lrmi lt oni r ru> in pr rticU:l r r l ove t •u:., ·kind of thing , 

for whbn be r d<'tGs so whimsicr lly how beshful he v:cs rbo ut 

buying his Y.rgnet , ml>ny of th tc will sr:, fmrolunterily , "Jus t 

l ik e .ft]a. 11 Moro 'them onca I h~v e hf'ld lo tt ers from new-c omers 

who , in esld.ng ::,o if I cen halp them t o get so::ic J,<.rgnats or 

Gees; t'dd , "I went thee f or . czy eon ." I hevo s :nil ed tO o;ysalf 

rnd s flid , "I wond.eir. 11 Mt"yb ..i th or e's beon :1 so n in th e offing 

but wh. n f rth~ r "hes got t o know me bot tor - well , it• s avi d~nt 

it isn't onl:f SO!"llY who• e enj oying th .; Q'em or t he 1'1e.,.,.,et. 

~'ur:fWt'Y, ti,;;;~ ' s Pe t er's pi oc e , . I haven • t eve n d~l e t ed 

whet h e s ..ys ebou t rll/fBolf. 

THESE H!tl,l<S n!'..KB NE 15 

By Pot er :. . '7• lk er 

Dur i ng t ho l ot ter por t of th e 193C1 s , whan th a buokst o lls 

rnd nGwefg ,.:nts wore sti ll gr..,.ced by th tt pr t.suncu of th e:: "MPgne " 

I , .ch .r(luLt, -.,ith what I wee pl ocsed t o b t li evv , en ·~ ul t cin1 

us.:d .tu a lmost . furtiv e ly sli nk .int o r cGrtr i n M11sego nt• s l' nd . 

whispu r . .tliot I want ed th e " Mllgnat " . I then sl unk out, w.!.t h. : . 

.11;·covez:ed by ·th e current is..u oil of th e · Rt lUo Ti.ces .rn~ 1'h o 

.!;Let ener , enc! unl,y opene d it in' the priTI1cy of lilY' o+m hooe 

.La.t e th et night . Week by week tbese copi es wer e coll ect ed 

togl,ihe r. I c aen th e ldegnet s, not · ·th b RP~i o Times ! .:.nd 

tuc ked rwry r t th o bec k of the cupboerd wer e the hendful I h :,d 

sevod so pr ec i ousl y. si nc e 1920 •nil 1921 . Amongst t hese wor e 

, few J>l!c! cop i es dc t~ back t c 1914. 
. • . Qccoei onsll y t hooo s ow th e ligbt of di,y, when en o:v.;i-

,;i,., l!Ding surg e of 119~j;,'l~ ~-~ve rt ook me, end once .core I l ived 

in th e worl d of Greyfri r .i,s P_nd Slj- J i m•• . On fin o summer • s 

'd!'ys I r .-t ired tc e ~ corn er ·at:, lrtlf garde n ~nd ' r e -ro r,d · 



"Tht HoWJu- mss t t:r' s Hcm1.tcoming, 11 rnd F's Chri st rMe eoproachod I sto ked up th o fire, and ec1>erk od once :nor e wit h Herry •,n arto & co . t o th e Sou th Se~ e, or r e vel l ed in tho "Ghost of ~;t .J i m' s ' . This littl e co ll ec tion of M•1,,n cts end G~ms s t ood rs • r eminde r of h.oppy deys • 
But - en<: t r.is i s most import ~nt - nobody knew enything abo ut it e:<cE>pt me\ This littl e hobby of min e YJes azy s~cr et . I r lon o w e t he only cwn in th o Unit ed Kingdom 'Who collocte <1 Mognots one! Ge,ms. They were bought end r o~c a nd k ep t in th e som.e mennor e s Skinner • s lit tl o smokes behin d t ho woodshed . This wee 1111f hobby. ;. sort of pers onl'l weeknees. Just 

it1Wgine , m ... , c merr' ed men, r urdi ng And E;:nj oY'ing boys ' p~pc r a '. Still , th 'l;#r v it wcis , nnd st i ll i e ~ ;\.8 you mey woll imc~"i.no , ey "-'lfe l i ftvd rn t"r.rused ~e \ row - Fnd still doest But - t hot ewfull y p~rs onel enil ·s omewhet furtiv o hobb y is epperontly in ~ul ged in by othe r s ! end oeey oth<,rs ! The estound ing th i ng abo ut it t eo , is th n t it i s quit o open rn<! rb ove boGrd . They oven hol d axhibi ti ons sh owing of f tho \·:hole thing t o th e r.orl d ~ 
':ihieh brings " " t u th ;, point th ot th o Col l cct or• s Digust r t.VC:E'ls the f oct t hot sch oolmeete rs, doct vr s , cl orgr-non , business men, civii se rv flnts. ortiet e rnrl b oth melee rnd 

f C:0£>168 c ollec t i2&I} C;tS rnd.· Gc,ma. J...s I r \,,r.ltlr kGd in r pre vious r r ticl", n~thing in connectio n with t his he>bby giVGS 80 CNch pleasure 0 8 r er1ing t ho le tt ers which r eech me fro:o so o,,ey good fri ~nds . Th use drys they coco froo not only th e Bri ti sh Isl os, but Cr'nF1dr,1Pnd Svuth !.fric r-. 
The :.nnu "l s , es e ll C .D. ;,nthusi r s ts kn ow, gi ve co::,pl ~te 1is ts c f rll c,ur f l'f lB I tteCJes £Ind vm ... r or bouts, f"n1 :!uring t he, lone Y,"i.ntGc evcnillc'.,O thio list ll:fforde d Ch.J much l::l'njoy mvnt E'nd 

£11!JUS&C1.ent . 

I conside r ed, f or insk nc e , t bc t !.lr . Leonard Paclo!wn, th o ener get i c, rnd es t oEIIllOd Ch• irmr n of th o London Old Boys • B~ok Club , might, c t th r t IOOl!lent be :urmcreod in th o excit i ng c1 van tures of the 'l'o :IJ', mok:l.ng his wr:-y ton r rds t ho bom\ thrt migbt exp l ode aey s ectii\d, end succossful ly r emoving it bef or e th o e rriv el of th e tr c.op t r rin . Or , e lt ernrtiv oly , ho migh t be c ompiling • 11:-st vf the occ upents o f th ~ stud i es i n tho Remove rt St." Fr~nk's . Or rge in , h • might be br owsing thr ough , · enc i 1'n't ll!egnut titl es , f ort i fi ed by the knowledge th et Mrs . P"rckmen ""s by hi s s i de t e, h elp. 
Tho conthly ec tiviti oo of tho L.O.B.B.C . r s de s cribed by 



.----- -- ------- 284 -------------~ Ur . Ben ".'rhit c r rnc:ko int ur esting r or•!i ng , t"nd on e won~cr s whl' ere th o s o peo ple whoso nrmes epp eor regul e rly in print ? Ben '1hite r, Bob 'Thit er, :!:ric F"YJle , J ohn J>!3dcr,,f t • •. •• 
Th e, pupils of !.Ir. Fvyn~, M<ey down ,t Surbit on , Surrey, must e s sur erlly be amongst th o luc ki est boys in th <> worl d . Fency hcving e mM t or who l oves th o l\wgnct m d Gem! !,\)' min~ goe s beck t o the dey s whon I s t ol a furtiv e glenc es e t th o !Jae,:,c,t fr om und 6m ee th 111/f de sk li ~ . .:.n! I rcne:n bor hl'Ving cu shini ng new Gbm conf iec c t od frcm un~or my vory noeo by Pn irt'te .:n.este r. Probr b ly , howovor, even Mr. FPyne ro e s not permit thi s typ e of Goci ~nd Mognot r eed ing! But t h er e i s no doub t t h• t hie bey s r r e ce rt a inly lucky p eopl e . 
Ono c Pn i mrgin c mt:m.burs of our cl nn , PS t hey wt'lk down th o et r ~~t, be ing point ed out by her o -worshi pp ing boys, in tho aamtt wr,y that C ..... I!lpton or Hutt on i s point ed out . 11Look , " they excite dly wbisp ~r in i>wo-struck t on~s . "Look - t her e 's Compt on or Edrich or Hutt on! Ge t his 1000 runs in J!ry . " They might equrlly st r r c c t Len Pcc lcr.!• n or Eri c Feyn e , Pnd i n th o seme ewe-s truck whisp er, 11Look, Le n PJ>c kmrn ! G~t hi s l CX>O Goms l ost y cr rt •1 

Suc h is f pce t 
It is ind eed grc t ifting t o no t a th o ~ orgy amongst our raenoore. It is mor e thnn gr,itifying t o kno w th r.t th ey fin d rel exe ti on in re edi ng Frc nk Ri che rds . Ther e ie one thing pr e tty c art Pin rb out rll th cs o peop l e who fo l'l!l our circl o of coll ect or s . They must b & hrpp y poop l e , who know how t o ga t t ho bee t , ut of lif o . :.n cxeTp l c Pt>peers tn b o Yr . Per r<' Suth orl rn~ in f er C-"l.'E'-Y Vrnc ouv or , in CPnrdr . Thie gcn t lc"l?n has been good enough t c sen<! m~ hie pho t -g rr ph which r<.vcr l e , he;,py , smiling ;,cr so nt lity , sui t r bly surr oundc:! by !fJ'gnut e end Gc:ns end • vory cb ~rmi ng smrll <lnughtur . It is ni ce tc kno w tM t thee.; C<ncc i ene cen eppreci e t u English U fa rs is por t r ey c;d by Mr . Hemil ton . 

m,tly up in YorkBhir o r t Hull , t o bo o r ocis o, i e Mr. "Lesl i e !r r nt on , C' g cnt l e:mrn with whom I c orr os t>on1 quit e 
E' l c..t. · I hri & nav er s oon him, E"nd i t is doubtful. i .f I ov or sht>ll . · Ye t 1· feel th ~t I know him well. I heve no i deP wh" t hs l uol<B 111<. - ho tolls mo th a t it is j ust ea well -but I do know t het if it br <!n' t b Jtln f 0r th o Coll oot ore' Dig<,et , ' I sh~Ul d bt1ve missed evm& most rgree eble and ent or -t eining . corree pondonc o . I hove • noti on th e t he ie t ell, weere bOrn-rim ed · apect ttcl es, fl nnnc l trousers And e sports 
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j r-ck Lt , ... nc! ai f9l t b.-:.. mi s t , kt.n f or :" Univ ersity C:t .. n . 

It is int ... r ~s till6' t o rc.f lc. ct on how one b ..... crmc rwt1r b th ot 

oth <.r pe ople ~ct uolly C<.>ll uc tue Mrgn et s r nd Gems . In roy c~s o , 

I ri ll r e >6!!lber how, v:hi l s t in th o S=vices i n 1943 I wes 

r s t vnis h&d tc r ued r n rrtv£rti ocment fer Megnut s in the "Elr:chPr,e ~ 

ond 1,1rrt
11

• J f' r ..... s ul t c f s oma c vrr c spo nden c c I wfla cont re t 

i ng ~ Mr. J eck Cc,rbett of Birmingham who hos b _on g-,od ~n c,ugh 

t «, Sund mo f r c,qucnt CGpi es of t he S t ory p , ~or !lisce ll eny" . 

In."""',)' wr ys I re: :,or e in tlebt"d t <i Jlr . Cci"be t t th en ·~n:,

body ! or " putti n,v, i,e wi se" in t he cett or of ''Th e Coll oct ore • 

j)igeet 1
~ with in e c oupl o of ise:uas of its cC1r eer:. 

l kn c,v; ~ .. r. Cor be t t t o be P ·l ove r ~f T'"/tston'"-8upor-~ rc 11 , 

b.ut unf :>r tunet o l y ,.,u hrvo Il{IV'Jr ~t mut . .. S9mo tima r gi:J_ en 
e r tic l-: ..... !), ;.a. Quelch by Dr . 17ils on of Gl c sgow ~ve'-:n &··tra~t 

pl eee ur~ . · ; '\.. . ..· '.:"': "': 

One c;'n we ll imagin e,, in th ose d!lys ol""N"etioill'l Hcil>rth , ' 

th o r uii ef Dr . '7ils ~n must obte i n from · his ecenty lefe ur ia hour, 

,·. ith his F.l'gn cts . It is iu.cu · t ,, ro flp\)ot ·Utt•( wMls t -Dr ."lil srn 

i s busy ;!i egnc s i ng ;rns ilit 'i~ in eoi::e :\mr orturiet, {· ps tient, 

h ~ is wondt:J;'i ~ ~ v:)1€1,th ::i• T'ht. Bc.~d01- =-eUcc.::ct.e1 i n" ne goti e ting 

the f enc(! r &unJ . ti\ ~ Throe ·Fish ers, ana ·fs ko kine f orwer d to 

•
1
tliu J\ex.t !!•gnc.t i n th e s eri , B . . ·, •. · · . , 

'So f er I hr ve not hod th"e ·hvno ur of · mec,t:ii,g o ur tir e l es s 

cd :t t or , . !'.r . :f.~r bcrt L.ack~nby . S i nce "umberking on hi.t :c-<11to r 

ship , J.!r . I,oqk.n by hos, es t he s rying goee , got oround ;.~ bi t. 

H~ i s wei l known in London , ·l, ., n ee bropdc es t from ·LuGds; · In 

his &nthu ai rsr.i f or t h e ht·bey h" · i e tir tJle s s . 

· Omi cr n ·.coll 1l:lc11int th .. ri ol brrt; rc tivity- in th o 'fork 

typin,, end 1up lic r tin.; <b-~ cY ."~ - ~hd..~ .D. goe s t o pr ess orc h 

month . J1nd whot e gige nti c task Her bar t _wnd cs t hr O!ll£h orch 

month -.h~ th. t~ & r rriv es .. to d&spr t<;h ell th-&e. C .~•.s t.;, 

t heir sul>£cri b ore L. Qui tq . .fr e r;llcly , I . don • t la!llw b.o., 1lor bert 

,du c.9- it . I r m sure tb r t tiecb ·month wb,m the ·c .D. is dlipped 

.",ihroug}; ·th• lbt t er- box, e new v:est <'rury- of "C.D-1tes" b,:'er t h 

e. l ittl e pre y µr that Her ber t bes once mor e ri sen t ~ th e OCCf'-

· aion. 
· Thi~ Joe s not decry the eff ort s of Mr. Mi,urice Boric' , who, 

i n hi s qui ~t, bu t .eff ec tiv e wey, contri but c11 .hie Bl ak e qUl.lt P 

w1 th r egul ie ri ty end cha rm. I em not e ,gr ee t Bl eke t en uzy"

se lf' , bu t li k & mee t C.D. fens hcve r erd him e "gr <iet de e l y ee r s 

·ego, rnd I am e fi rm admirer of th e dr~s of ,:r i c ? niter. 

·nut I do know thf' t desp it e 11 t t l e su opo~ 1 ii,,uric e co nt :Hv es 

• - bri~ · t ho t ru e B:ll'ke e tmosp b~r e i n t o tu s mos t r e~de ~l e 
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s ec t i on cf the Coll uct ors ' Di ge s t. 

Most c .o; r oedc r s h , ve,. l o t of r cPs on t o th enl!: t hoi r 
l uck;y sta rs f or th e eJCist ence of Mr. 'Yill i am Mart in of St one
br idg e perk, N.:i' . 10. Hi s rubb er stemps must bo on countl ess 
hundreds of Gems rnd !1,,gnets . G,ood luck t o him, en d l ong r.wy 
he contin ue t o su pply our long f e lt went s! . 

For m!'ey yee rs I h cve bee n en ,d mir er of l"r .Fr enk Pe tt ing , 11 
. and · I run sur e that a ll members of th e c l an of c oll ect ors a r e 
."deligh t ed t o heve t his. d i st ~s hed ect or in th eir circl e . 
I have see n Mr. Petti ng ell on s t !'ge l'ru! sc r een , llnd-.li~v e has r d 
hi.Ql.s d.verel tim es on t .he a ir, one of hi s best pe rf ormPnc es 
sur e ly be ing the ,il d Yorkshi,re in dus tri a li s t in J .B. Pri est l ey s 

, ".:..0 Ins nect or Crl ls" . . 
. With suoh a v s rio ~ of dis t ingui shed prof~ssions · repr e-
sen t ed in our c ircl e , ¥t lllllkes on e r ea li s e that our hobby 
is n •t such an ed olesc~ one es many peopl e may think. 

I •nes most int or aa ~~ t c s ee a ph otogreph of Mr, ~. "I . 
I,cwson in t h e Leeder OS ·e few months Pgo . Mr. L,ws on i s , I 
und er stand , t he old est member of our . grcup, and I only hope I 
l ook M heypy end con t en t ed in anothe r thi r ty odd y ear s . 

Thi s will prob eb ly depend on whethe r th e Kremlin permits 
th e r e -publi ca ti on of t he 11.agnet and Gem! It is something of 
a r eli e f t o cons i de r t he t Mmes like Hllrry '7ba rt on , Tom Merry , 
Smithy , Levis on, Ct'rd ew, . Bob Cherry, Sext on Bl oke, Nel son Lee , 
still live, desp it e t he c1 vent of the KPis er, Jlitl er, l' ues olirji , 
end . now No. 1· dis turb er of th e pe ace, J osep h St e lin. 

!.W)NRJ' TITUS ( Cont inu ed) 

40_1 , Bunter ' s J.nt i-tuck Ct mpr ign; 402 , The Midni gh t l\Wr Pude r ,; 
403 , Str e j.ght ·e s .c Di e ; · 404, Going "t ne Pee"; 405 , The Romov , 
EJ..~ven on T<:>ur; 406 , Tt,J \Jon Juror• ·a Cap ti ve ; , 407, The- J Ppe cjf 

rtl!iot ~ ..:VSC'Dr 408, Th e Rebel s- of th e Remove ; 409, !ferry 'lh ertc jl 
. & Co' s .Pent o mime ; 41Ci",. Bunt er t h e Mosher ; . 411, The Bounde r• , 

lie l sp!l'e; 412 , Hmicl derie ' s Honour; 413", The Sch ool boy Spocu
l s t ~r; 414, Bob Cherry's Chsl l enge ; 415, Tho Col onel ' s Cup; 
416,' ·Fcught ! or end Won; 417 , Foe s of t he Sixth; 418, Shi e ld 
ing - " Sc epegr,, ce ; · 4 19 , Coker•s Eng ag ~ment; 420, Fl :·oring Fisw; 
42 1-; Skinner th o ·Skip per: 422 , His Highn es s; · 423 , When Fri e r ~s 
Fe ll "Out ) 424, The Moil ed Fist e t Gr ~yf"ri Pre; · 425, l.licky 
i)esi!iond's .. Luck; i!l26; The Terrib1 e· Two; 427, Fol se Evi denc e ; 
426f'J'he Up~.rr HPl}<l; 429 , Cokcr's Conscript; 4 30, T!>e Forbi cde n 
fJ~ i 4, 1 • · 'J'>ie "~ -ro of Greyfri ers: 4 32, The Boy from South 
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eto Bo~· , Book elub 
London . Bea t Dulwicb Mvetilljt . A!!cl)lst 27th . 

Re turning ofte r , f c,rtnight's browsing cmongs t th e ol d 
book shops of Dublin , Bolf ost Pnd th e Isle of Mt>n ,it is w1 th 
gre e t pl cosur e thr t I r epo rt th e l o test cb e u,nen• s mueting. 
F o ll""1.ng Eric Feyn e,•s gr ee t eff ort of l es t month so e bly ro
porte d by brother B<.b, it ""s wi.th pl eesuro th Pt l' sc or e, of 
memb ers os s embl od Pt Len I s popul er rend ezvous . His obl e 
p ert ner , J_s i e , fr e sh, r ft er h er ef f ort s in bo th Hrcilt oni P rnd 
Bl e ki onr, had de vi sed , r co l d ifficult quiz. This WPS c on
duct oo first en d c cus ed quit e o good deel o f seri ous thinking 
'b.r th o p crticip on ts . Goniol Chor li e Wrigh t <lefea t ed th e str on.~ 
fi el d 1,y e:i:,,sslll<i ~ t o t e l of 23 points, with Bo b Bly th o , Bub 
e nd Bm 'Jhiter sherillg 2nd plac e with 11 points. Credit~ble 
c,<,nti on l!IUSt b o give n t o John Gee l ond tbllt formi dr ble ch l' llen
g,; r fr vm th " No rthe rn br onch, Clive Simp s on, who oec h hPd 9 
points. Truly some good e ffort s in a v ery d iff'i cul t y e t 
p opular quiz . 

Tho usu e l f or.!ll'l busin ess wee soon d eolt with end e good 
finonc i r l r,,p ort ...,a giv~n by th o treesur &r . 

Tho ch <imr n "rpross ed hie t henke f or the g ood r esp ons e, 
t o hi s request o f 1,at month a bout members bringing "'ol ong IMny 
duplic !' tes e tc . , f or th e se l e !'nd excheng c . Good business woe 
d c n a r nd he ca k ed th e go th cring t o try Pnd bring sup p lie s t o 
th e Hove mee ting. 

The g, od n ov;s ob out Bvb Blyth o ,·;es woll r e c ei vc rl r nd on e 
prop osol by th o scc ro,t e ry Pnd second e<l by th e ch oirm Pn it woa 
ogre ~d t o unrnimcusly t he t th e club o b t e in ~nd s on d him o 
supply of th b Nel son Lee oa lour ed cre st ed 1""tep Ppe r tMt our 
own .Je ck \Jve d is in e position :~o ·SllJ)ply . · 

· Ionother unsnimous v ot e ..,s tbllt " cop.r of ""e ry Pn>nk 
c • chsr\Js \ ook published b e purchesed end circul e t ed round th e 
members for their perus r l. 

This br ought one ot the t4ghlights of th e .,,,en1ng P-S 
cheirml'n Len r nnounced th o poat Pl .membdrs b o ll o t. Six boo ks 
... e re drewn f or C'nd th e fortunate winners wer e .J. Woo d , 
E. I,.·nd,.r, R. Jones, E. Blight, W. Orr , r nd Rol>D'• Th ese \Qoks 
will \ e diep e t ched es soon • s publ111hed. Th e po s t ol members ' 
quiz is in th e course oe pr e!)Pntti~n , s o e ll the9:9 mem\..a:ra tire 



fldviscc! t o brush up th e ir kno·.rl c~ge of th-a hobby in r e.r,iint!BB . 
..'Jl :l s o !''. m\;/mcr rb l e meet;t.ng 'cf!me t o P cl os e wi. th P- h c.flrty 

vut e of t hmks · .t0 ~he hcs_t , end host ess . 
1,tt en1v.nc c . qui t o gc,od deap i t e the holid ay sees on wes Len 

rnd J osi e Pnclmw.n, .C .• e~ ...:_~_"!: r! fP:1.t, R . ~!'C- ~-· Derc on, J . Gerl , 
1, . wws0 n, c:- 11,,lUs, ):!obby , _lje r.:ry Homer, F . J{~el ing, H. South
wood , .-".. StewPrt, . J . · Hllrrc µ., R. God.eave , Cl ive Simps on, 
E. Reyn olds, Jl. r!\~.B:i 1"~i\u r. · 

B:;:NJ..J,:IN G. "7HITER. 

-~ ..... · ' 

Tho cl ub hrs hvd some very mcmorrbl c mee tings i n th o pPst , 
bu 1, t none t o surp Psa th e one e t Hvv ~, Sussex on S ..:pt embcr i7th . 
Once ege in r h,·ppy pDr ty of cBmbers, with th~ worthy cheirmen, 
Lon Packml'n, in colIIDWnd, l eft Vfc t c,rir stet i on bound fo r thL 
"N~w Hous e" by' kind invi trtion of Dr. Hol:nos , nli es Robby . .\ 
sple.ndid run down wns f o li cv..,;,.,; by_.,, gr,m rl ws lk cl onJ th o 
Bri ghton froiit : ·.fo Hove, th e·: horvy sors running · m d tile high 
win d g ivi ng th e pr rty P ki,e n rpPeti t e . In f eet, . ·~he wind 
remin ded th o vic ...:- presiden t, "Our Herbert", of his 'hetiy .c York 
shir ~ m<>or s . '"loll, t'},c· hour epp ;rorched . f~ r meeting tim o , th o 
we ll-l oved figy.r o, ·o'f Robby Clpp ~rir ed , rn1 soon we wtJr u e n our 
WC'Y t o th e "Nw !!oiise " • On t he wey we wer e j oin ed bY the 
doy en uf th e club., JU"thur Lowson, who hl'cl come down by v l at er 
trriin . On Prrivi ng · .. ve wore s ·on in st flll ed i n F gren tl r .... om enc! 
eft e r some get-t oge ther c0nv er set i op , cru-irm rn L, n ope ne1 pr o
c ~cd ings with r few y,c_ll Chose .n r em.•rkJ;!.? \iqµt ')UT W<',;thy . ViC ."r _ 
pr esi d ent, end r"·p:ofo · cf th anks t v "the 0'nbs; , .e.nd h os.tess • . aur· 
H£rbcr:t wns thcti o"hll ed .upon to give hia..a=ess nna, this he 
dici"l.n P right good mmner. !le stC'ted how ,;,l aru,e ,J he .,es t o 
be wiJ}i .)!.S QD9.r; •J•in . · ContinuJ,ng, he. apomfof . hi s round of 
visHs .-t i/ y~ri9u~ . 111einbers .inciud.!,ng t he m0et l ng 1 of R09: Dol phin 
e t th " ,fuenei.' steciium, th e visit" '"t o the l a tter. being e rr ,;,pged 
by eno!hW::.,¥~r \<." fo n,· _Hnr:r,r ; jl~~ci · No do\lbt .Jle.rb~rt•s wcrthi e 
p e ll,;:"!i.Jlx~escrib e : hfa ~?Pf _!;imes elsewhei,e. • .;. .. Furt hermor e: he 
ao oltc of tho pest ev ents, .vb. the f c:nnetion <if th e North ern 
B5::n~, his B.B.C'• _brood~~i~; ~he forthcoming Li3e~a .Exhibiti on, 
a11d., tq.e grend publlcity _in .t!~ nor th ern newspap<l"rll ·;:· . . l{o atr ease, 
the f e•a t o f good things the t would "J)pee r in th o ":'lnnuol" ~IJ.Pc 
s aid it \\culd ·• e tho beat so fe r. 'l'o this -a r and address -
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Len Peckm <·n sui tr bly r e;, li cd ~nd th , nk ed Hcrb ;;rt fo r r ll his 
g.._,od ·.s,0rk: . .i t vlGgrt'-m wrs then rerd fr om the .Pres i dent 
Frenk Rich er ds , wishing t he :nee ting ev ery s ucc ess , "nd r 'v e ry 
hr ppy time . 

The us~l ·f orm>'l busi ness wvs th en di sp os ed of, end the 
cc·IIIJl• 'l.Y r e ti red t o e f eed that '1Cul d have gl ad dened th e h ee rt s 
of e ll th e f e t boya <>f tge o l d bco ks we love s o well. ·Key 
enc! he r willing bend of he l pers- or e to be congrt'tul ~t ed Oll. such 
• spl endi d r epea t. During th e fe flsting th e hous e of .8'1rpris os 
es f ri end !lrlton put it, wee greatly enj oy ed. The JllUSi Ce l 
boxe s, c l ocks ona s t er eoqcop :l.c view._ers-with pho t OgT•phe .o f l est 
y ee r• s geth erµig, vic-ri, __ grevt ly admire d . Re turning to the 

.ince ting '.r 6oll!, · '6usil', uos wis r es umed. . The be tt e r supply of boo 
t u pcs~al I:J6mbe:rs ·was t 0 b e sul ly d iscuss ed et the nerl mee ting 

The quiz th en f o ll owed end the result wee e ve ry popule r 
one , es e copy had been sent t o_ :Bob Blythe and h ~ hed th e most 
p oints , 12 t o be corre ct . A f or ego ne conc lusi on wr s th e 
f il ling of sec ond plac e by Len Paclanen ; y ou cenno t keep him 
dovm on c l d boys • book knowled ge . · Ha hed . 11 poi~ts, 'rnd then 
ceJ!l!O k . Cr oll i e enc! Bob '..hi t e r with t en poi-nte eM h . _ Tivo oth e r 
g6od p~rf or:ners war e H~r be rt end his " hos t .:Ch~rli e , who , no 
doubt, lied burn ed qui te e l o t of midnight . 011 d iscuss i ng our 
hob't,y: . Robby t hen ?r ese nt ed th o prl,z e1< end th en Pee rl Whit e 
c r!mtr'<int o her vwn es Robby sh oWed e. c ouple of epis u-Ues of 
"The .-E,cpl oi t s c f El cine", ?1hich wer e gr oe tly "r,j oyecl. by e ful ly 
op'preciPtiv e s udi ence . · · .:. · 
·: · 'rwt; nciW members we r e enno unc ed Eltid thes e wor ~ G .G'. Full er 
r rid' "H_.C. N.Pric <>. The l at t er ge ntl d nEB· has vll · th e Sext on _,,_
Bleke libr e ri ~s ex ce;,t five. · · . , .. , 

Next rnc,~ting clll be ,t 706 , Lvr<lshi'P. Lene , '.'1o~e Gr ee n, 
:I,bffilmr,<,N. 22', on' Surtdey Oct ober 15.Jh, · ·: · · . 

.:.nd s o en o the r chep t e r in th e hist ory of th e hcbby cl os ed 
wi th' -Robby -s oei ng:·us off t o th e' •biis ·or e ci>t cbing ·our ve r ious 

. t reiiis. , _ 
· : !.. ~tten aenco: Herb"er t Leckenb-l!",, ~ ,Josie -~pd..~ l ePnor 

p~ ckmsn , Olfr rli e and Oliv e "/righ t., ~ end _~ ·, . .U9"J., .. 
·-r.,.: "'T: · Lewso,f, ""Herry ilomar , Pyl t on-l'-l..tcum., .lloger .S0uthw co<J., 

Ron Cr oll i o , E . Reyno l ds , Bo1i and- Ben Whiter, Robby . K!>y, 
El oin e , littl e J uli ~, J oi,n end I.ongeJ.e . 

BSNJ ;.M1N G. 'IBl'l'ER. 
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Ol d Bo;i:s • Book Club 

Northern Section · 

J ':'s{"St 26th , 1950, 239 Ftydc Pr rk Rj., Lcods. 
The Chrirme n opened th o mue ti.ng pr o12?tl,y at 6 . }0 p .m. 

i1e . er o ple ese <I t" sw th Jr e Bero l 1 Og~en frorn MDnchJs t er , end Hrr;ry Dowle r of cours e wee the r e f r om the sflme plPC G ~ It 
coul dn't b e • meeting with out !Ill rxy. 

The minut es ·or the previous meetil'IG . "e r e rer• by the 
Becr ct ery end th e Tr oeauror .. mrde bis r epo rt. 

The quostio n of hoi ding . e mi e~ing r t th e·t ime of th e 
Exhibitio n . wre d i scu.ssod . Th~r o .,..rs • stron,; f eeling in fPv oUJ ot it, s o Jl_e turd oy Sep temb er 30th Wlle fix c0 • It ~~e t hcught th t 
m.,mbere coul d visit the Exh.1 bi t i on i n th e vf:torn oon , the n 110 on t o Hyde PPrk no oe , thus m..ki n;; • r cr l gcod eey of it. . 

Thu S..c r e t r ry r Lpcrt od thet o"1.n,,: t o t hc . ho li dr ys h~ hPd not been rbl o ·to suo th o City Librrri en r ~cen tly, but it •"!'S underet ood·~ ll books on ehO?; woulJ be in g lPse c~scs , ~nd undo 
sup ervi sion , •nd th e t members .;oul d b& r bl ~ t o vi sit t h e Li brr y on Swld ey, Sept . 24th , t ctP rr enge th e l ry- out . S .1' • . .=it ri;c , romis od·· to se t edvenced publicity int o sev or e l l oc~l pep , r s . 

Herry Do"1e r th Ln gr v~ r n in t ores tin;; t , lk on th c t gr and 
ol d peper , th o " Boye • Fr icn<l ", P t el k VJbi ch 1'TS cu ch onj oy oo . 

Bill Sewyer r epo rt ed tho t VJhilst in · London h~ hed hsd • cha t with M:t • Cher lee Skilt on end th e t es • roeul t, t ort hcomiII! Bunter Books w~ul d b t e voi lablL t o I!lembcrs a b e r eriuc crl ">ri ce , 
probably 5/6. Members who coul d no t et t cna. meeti ngs could 
app ly t o him b,- poet . 

Rcf:i:c sho ents v:ore th :,n · t~ .cen and Pftcrr.eres t h ~· Librorien 
so ~~~- , . . . - ·J,1ombots pr e sent: HieS' Vera Coe t cs , Reny Dov:lor , Y.srold 
Ogden, Horry Berl ~w, Norman Smith, Reg . !Judso n, Hor ac e Twinhem s. F • .c.rmi~eg e , CheT~i o ~ric e, '1 . L. '71111emson , Gcr eld .llism , 
end Herbe rt · L•.~kenb;r; Northern Soc tion Corree oondent • 

. ·:. : 
Ti'o<! '1.s i;o tti.ng vn. Hevo YOU 

. ~~e r ed · your L.nnuol y e t ? 
.:.dvertie c in th e i,nnurl 2d.w ord. 
It will b t:t r crd fr \ m cove r t o cov er . 
.:.dv ortis GJ:1cnt f or the C .D. 1e . word. 
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( Conc ucte d by R _ b ert Blythe) 

t---~ ·.11 communicPti ons t 3l:lp ,.r r r1ly t c Leonn~ Prc kmrn, 
27 .'.rch dr le Rord , - Eest Dulwich, S. E .22. 

Fir st vf ~11, I rm sure L~e-1 t es (rnd o th er s) will be 
gl rd tc, h <>nr th r t B0b Blyth e is out of hospitr l. H& is now 
cunv Pl~scing at hom~ , but it ~~11 bo SOQ C t i me bef ore he ie 
nbh t, r esuc,e h:fs rct i viU es . How= ~r, th o fret tllllt h o 
is with his wfi'e PDP littl e b rby s on is s omethi ng hlJ. will 
rcj uic o in . 

In ci den tn l ly, . tbe O.B .B.C. colll"lutiti ve quiz he l d r t Hove 
.,n Sun<l.ry 17th S&pt ember, n c vpy cf whic h wPs sent t 0 Bob, 
r csul te d ' in r surpr is e win fo r him - by D sh .1rt hr nc . If' 
this is whPt he cr n t.o r ft cr r prot r rcte " illn~ss, I c r n 
f vreeeo s cmo"ni c o work" f rom him when be go te crflcking in 
the hobby ngrin. 

Tho11act cp11 ontici 'r)E"t ed f' c Jupl e of months r go bra, 
unf c rtun r t oly ; bed t o be post ported. It will, h owever, b e 
fo rth c ocrlng v::,-g sh , rtly. 

!I ,., f J r . ~n.:.thor item _if gr or t impcrt r nce. Thr nks t o 
J r ck 1.~oc., thc ,scc ~n-) p :•r t ·f th e St. Fr rnk ' s rr ticl o , th o 
first prrt cf whi ch q ,pcr r ec in l r st y cor• s C.D. :.nnur l (by 
B<·b Blythe), will bo in this y er r• s oditi ,,n . I hcvc r lrc rd y 
s t::en th e manuscri pt end , be li eve m, . .-, it' s f' rec 1 mine of 
inf ormrtion. G~Il ons of midnight oil must have been burnt 
fu .. thO cours e of n1;cessrry res C~rch . Greet • :·:t"k , Jeck! 

Quit & e few co ll~ct ors hevo t rke n J!1/f ti p l'nd bought 
some: lfolso n Lees fr ->r:1 Bill MPrtin. His s t ..,ck is ,.o i ng down, 
rnc! thos e .::.f you whv nr t:t still 0 wentin g", sh oul d s t ep in 
whil ~ th o o, portunity pr esen ts ite .::lf. _.t eny rrt e , th ;,r e 
shvul d be no n ..:::cesSity t o s end~ rn S.O . S . f or "Lees"! 

Thi s dont h Sv~s th e colllploti on of Ne lson Lee o l d se ri es 
t it l 0s. Next I!lOnth Will e ~e t ho first b~tch of 1st new 



s vr ic.s t it l<. .. s, s .... , rs .S,:b v, ..iul r.! sr-y, "Pr oss ::-n"t 

551, The Gh s t s c.f D<>rri rnoro Isl rnd ; 552, Th , J1cw 
y crr J;cv oll crs ; 553, Th e Sch ~ol boy 1lict r t or; 554, Tho Tyr "n 
,.,f t h e · ~s t liou s e ; 555, Th o Sch ,·,ol boy ' l•:sp t ; 556, Th e 
RL.vo lt ;.·f th e. ~e s t H~u s..:; 557, Thu Fl rr.k, of R..1b clli on; 
558, The T wn Co,i'llrn dc r; 559, Th o Sch 0ol lnth ou t c M~st cr ; 
560 .Lcy .Jlty Wi1ls l ; 561, Th o Lur e of th e F~ot li ghts; 
562, S t cgc ...Struck Archi e ; 563, Hr ndf orth vn th e Tr ri l ; 
564, Th o Trium ph c-f Tr e ck .. tt Grim;; 565 The St 0l e n Pl ry; 
566, ]lrn cy , Bcl>.inc the Sc c n.,s; 567, St. Fr cnk ' s in Cc urt ; 
568 , n, ncy •s n0un ·'- u p . · 

Fi m:.l:ly , " f (ff l o cr ....-B. ys ' ;;crlm St. Fr rink ' s s to :r,1.c s 1- · 

154, T~' in,J"tc Lvs q 135, Riv l s :,,•,heel ; 136, Th o 
H~bc r iwm ... v6; 137 , Sla-tc r s f'ml Sch~mes ; 138 , The Gr,?...;s-
.r,l'st c r1 s : ... t vnc";;1cntf~l4 0 Sept i :nus t he Knighi- Err ent ; 143 , 
Ni n p c r• s Pe nt : mieic; 146, Fon t -)n t h 6 RC'ke ; , 149, Thu Gh c st 
t.f :, ..... stl c.ke: HE•ll; 15 1, TP.J St . Fr :'nk' s Br f!SS BPnr"?.; 152, 
~',.. Bubbl £: Burs t; 154 , S.ir ,,:vnty' s r:i n .,r; 156, ~ ~ $1;:cr e t 
Fil o ; 159 , Tb~ Recl r-inQ.:rie. .)f itrwst on; 162, The "V~ozl em' s 
Egg ; 166, Frt ty and the F ri r On v; 168 , Th e U st lrug h ; 
170, Tiaot~ .y Tuc ker' s Tri umph; 172, Th ~ t:, r se .Thi ~v os : 
174, The Lif e Se vers . 

" Int ormitt cn t r ft vr lie . 136, 
~ ; .... 

l'lcxt .kt. t ing 01 -:! i: .... ys ' :Sr.....1k Clu b , tlOrt hGi n Se cti on , 
s:- tur <:t"y Oct ··bE.r 28th, 6 p . rn. r t 239 P.y~~c P~ rk ;1· "~ 1 Le<:.:l!s. 
If y uu s r u tb nki n,; vf j , ining t nv .Clu b , c ci::i <' l vni; .k t hi s 

i .... c. ti ~·. ;. ; .:. . . . 

,·1..JJTED: Fr-nt rs y ~.;ct i on ~n r:l ~ bey~ ' ~i oks rond C"t be rwis e . 
'"/i ll oxc hr ?li;·o . ·. f:c!U'Y .J. F!. llq: U ett' , · Pe~ s Hill, Sh b to n 
G1.rge , :Bri.c!p0rt, D. rs c.t . ... · ·· · ' t "! 

. "Tc.m ;Ac;rry' s Ovm11 is . . . µt t ! . · 

Ti ,no is g e tting e n . Hov e YOU 
...,rd~r ~L. y ... 'ur ~ucl ye t ? 
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HOLID:.Y SuPI!ll.IB 

By Herbert Leckenby 
~1ell , it's • 11 ovor, • n1 he r o I om biting th e end of ll\Y pen Pnd running ll\Y hend through 11\Y hPi r, wonderi ng whero on ee rth to etert. In evitably it• s going to be en iMdequ,,t e 

~g=• 0
~n~ fflW~~rr~igfY the ~f~~k ~ tn1

fil'~tyinoj~e as 
I think of r ll th ct hes happened end th e crowd of goo d f e ll ows 
of both se x es who hcd conspired to meke momorebl e the visit of • country cousin t 1> town. l,ly th oughts trevel beck turth e t o occ asi ons wh~n I CP'lle up for r dvy end knew not e sb '6le 
soul. No ,ronde r I morYel r t th e contreet. 

'Je ll, by add ing f our pag es t o this issue I' 11 try Pnd 
gi v e eomo Pccount of whe t has happened t o me. First , I must pl ace something which occurred duri n,; th e ee r ly pert of ll\Y e t t>y , v coa t ing wi t h Bob Blythe. I hPd expec t ed t o visit 
him e t th e hoe;, itel ; inet e• d I Bf!W him in hie own home , f or happy t o r e lat e he had r e turned t he r e s d• y or two bef or e . · 
I .. r s so ple Peed t o s ec hie l ooking so well end chee rful in 
th o campruv of hie de vo t ed wlie • nd th e sturdy eon h e wns 
s ee ing f or t h o first time . Mey he soon •e e oti ve P.gein in 
th e Club he di d s o much t o bring int o ~eing. 

•.1•r..,·.m th e re ·wps th l't gr oot occas i on - the Brigh t on meet i 
Ben :hi t er, th r t en or got ic eecretr ry , t ells y ou cbout it in 
hi e r epo 1t, but I must ad d 11\Y quot e fo r it f"irly sh ook ma . Tte g~n or ~sity , cordi• lity, ~nd huepi t eli ty of dee r olii Robby end hie ,.oo d l ady • PB simply a st oni s hing. I ern not PBh"11led t o svy t he t when I l ook ed e t th Pt heppy tbrc ng I ! c l t P 
tug.,'"ing et th e he e rt st rings . N<> wonder t h" t when on sp litting up e t Vict or iP. roun d ebout midni ght th e verdic t of 
us £':ll wt s 11Th(';: und of e perf e ct dey 11

• 
\'/hils t t here I hl?d th e plee sur e of me .. ting for the fi.ret 

t ime the "Fcth or of th e Hous e" . J.rthur I.Pwson, !'Ind Als o one 
of our v&ry young est members, Hoger Southwood • lio hed 
cctuPlly t rBVell od e ll th e woy fro m Farnborough, P j ourna,
wt.ic h woul d t ek e him thr ee or f our hours ee eh wy. Hv ft& 
et Bri gh t on first, t oo . Th or a •e enthusirem f o r you. 

k. t i rd member of th ,; ci rcl e I mat th orc f or the f:l:ret 
tim e ••s l!on Crolli e, of Romford. It ..,.s his f iret n.sit t o r moe ting. I'v e "" ic!or it won't be hie l est . l-1,,y-I be 
th er & on on e of the occ e s i ons, Ron. 

J.nother groa t t hrill, with " d,;118:htful surpris e i n 
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£1ddi t i ,:m, wr s ,.. vis i t t o t he '..rsencl b' ~eo n t he Sc turd cy . 
Thi s t ha nks to tr_o ge nc r osi ty en d sc he::dng of t h, t gre r t f cll o, 
with th e b eaming countenanc e - Horry Homer . I medo r:ry way t .:> 
my seet in th e f r ont ro ··1 of th e 1J'est st Pnd t h ~r (;l t L.. find seP t e 
in the ad j oining ones - Rex end Mr s . Dolp hin • . • I . h , ve c orres
ponded _ with ·!lex fo r y a , r s but thi s w,:,s th e f iicat l!jeoting. 
Tha t• a e p·erf e ct .axemple of t he p l o tt i ng t ha t g , es on to make 
memoreblc • f e ll. ow• s holi day . .'..nd th et wean• t ell . :,ft er th, 
gf!mo wu were gr ee te:d by Eerry Homor , who in troduce:l us t o 
aeve r fll · . ..,e ll-lm own pflr e onttl i ti es, t ook us on fl t our of th e 
f cmou s 11Gwmer s 11 heE'dquert e rs , and enterteine d us t o tee . I 
en j oy ed evary :.10ment, ev .. .m th oug h I was che ff eC. bocDuse o Yor k 
shire t ~,m hed been sl aught er ed. 

Hcr u ' e 'E\n ec c 0unt of r nothe r typ i cfll d r-y.. 4t 11 ti .m. I 
mot Er io Landy .,,t Liv erp ool Str ee t r enem.ng ecqu , intanc o e fte 
two y ef r e. ~Jl enjc yrb l e ch Pt fl bout 11_.U.din cs " ...... ~,er f' cup of 
t ee . 1-3 0 p .c . f oun d me e t Bill Mar ti n' s wher e I ge z ed i n P.we 
Pt his vost st ock , stE"cka en d s t Pcka of ? 11 tho f pvou.ri t ea . I 
wonoe r how meey c ell r rs end , , t i cs h a hes ecp ti ad t 'ircugh hi s 
en'te r,ria t! during th e pflot f em y er rs. .• l o~ ' bus j o~ ey 
ond e t 4 o ' cl ock I \iC B ;;re ot ec! by Toe Strype in Gr eys I nn Hood 
mPgic · name t o e ll Ne;l son Lee f ens. ~ l greet f oll ow~ Tomt He 
esc c rt ed :ne t o r c£1f<:1, v,'hcr e ho· woul d hl:v e ma s it e t the very 
aB..C1.e: t f'lblu I he:d se-t e t wrrctly e ~y ee r befo r e, end wher e. H2rry 
Dowl e:r be d s e.t in t hv m~entime . S~~ ti ciei t ? Of c·O~ Se i t ! s 
sent i ment , but c,h how I lo v e euoh t ouch es . 6 o .m. bec k r t 
Grvem :ic h wher e I found Chnrli e Vannimo ~·e Pw~i iing rnv. Over 
t er 1 h ... e rd s oCJething Of hi s m!'rv ello us co ll ecti on, ~ c o ll octi n 
of which y ou, t oo , will b ee r something tinon . 

Ne t r. b:-.: ::V:y th l' t fo r r- v ...'t Cr E"n , b\.:..t t h0n ,;;i,ll s t in Lon r:o 
I se:.:,,;c t o be i.'lvi g<_'r r-t ~d with some Gr oyfri flr a e lix i r of yo ut h. 

Othe r me:oori cs coc e crowding - del i gh tful '?V0ninf:,"S et 
tEt-tc Fcyn o• s end J i lll!J\Y St ewErt- nunt or •s , 1•,ith Tom. Se tc he ll 
l ooking in Pt th o l P.tt eir' s , f's he had d0n e on two ct, r:l i or 
o cc (ISions ; El r ..:turn vis i t t o J ohn SMW1 s rith t he .m:4ru.t ea 
sp e.ed i.ng on wings . . . _ . . 

;....'ld, oh, I r.rustn ' t f c rg e t oy v~cy firs t evening When my 
f el l ow Yorkshtl"ec. fln, Cliv ~ S i cips on , c f'me ~long to Gr ee mvich. 
' le -.'(et. j e_wi~ until th ~ e arly ·hours, so much s o th et Cliv e -had 
t o stay tH'l bre Fkf es t-ti co cs it's e l ong wr lk t c Twick onh v!!l 
An E'bsorbi ng sub j ect ours. 

:.poth_er J>erf' ect nf t ern oon rl th .\r .t hur ,l ic hc r ps ori at :,e r i c 
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l-'.uus c , Thcobrlcs ·,o, d, t rl king no t of evi a ti on; in s t ePd th o 

go ld en deys of tho Boys • Friond end oth er l or>,i deed pepure. 

Th o subje ct egn 1n so f asc in a ti ng t he t I "" " f iv e minutes l a t o 

in fI1Y eppo int ment with Roger J'enld.ns e t th o .~:rr bl o arch . Mor e 

t ee with Roger , than o l ong walk through lzy'de P~r k, Green Pa r k 

nnd on to ·;ie terl oo,· );oaring on th o s oy something •bo ut Hoge r• s 

e rtic l &s on Vern on Smith for the ..nnu,,l. 
~d twice I had th o pl ea sur e of fi ndi ng 11\Y'self in th a t 

room a t \food Gr oen, now Plmost es f r l!JOU!I es the fictii ious one s 

st .Gr eys Inn llc·r d • nd Beker Str eet , th ~ r oom 'll'!erc th e .Old Boy s 

B~ k Club firs t snw .. J;~e light, tho hi:>me: of t_hQp e s t elwe l'ts , Ben 

Pnd Bob" White r , r nd wnor e now numerous trophi e i, .hen.;. "l 

· ..n in t cr lud & -.ves a run t o South end t o s oc t he i llwniJ>lltio np. 

fiull , not , n int e r l ude QXPCtlY' fo r Charli e 'J ri gh t end I t a lk ed 

t:11 the woy t he r e and a ll th e way. beck on the e t ernal subj ec t. 

our only r egr et wrs t here was no time t o fix up en e ,point mont 

wi t h Bill Colcor.ibe • 
. .rid on t he, mPj ,•rity of 11\Y' j ourneys I wes occ omp>ni cd by 

th ose f Pithful md tireless gui des , Len Poclo:inn •nd Ch~rl ie 

Wr ig ht. Len met me et Kings Cross on fI1Y erri v el, Cher li e woul 

have aono so if ho h,,d no t hod en appointment with the den tist • 

Th ey both ss i d ou r evo i r t o :ne on 1ay departure . Thvy had 

p l ot t ee. end p l ennec\ for doys bef ore ey r rri vrl in orde r t c !118ke 

LV holi doy th e hcppi ost y et. How well they BUCC&ede<l l It . · 

w~nt lik e cl ockwork, t h~r o wee not a hitch fr om stA rt t o finish 

•.Ti th t hem I must l ink J os i e end Olive who l ooked eft ~r 'II\Y'· com-

f ort in sp l endid f rs hi on . It' s ind eed a hoevy <!eb t Fo,,e them 

Vvri!y t ha st ro tts of London r r<. pev ed m t h gOl de n me:oori a 

f or l.'V0rtnl:r e. : 

· 1.:.fl!W Ul<G;;;!:J'LY: Gems No' s 619 md 946 • . J os;,phin o Pec lmwn, 

27 .:...Chdt l e lloDd, Er s t Dulwi ch , L,Jndon, S.J;; .22 . 

FOi( S.\LE: 112 Detectiv e '1eekli es, No ' s 2}- 1}9 . Only 5 copi os 

mi ssing t c, compl &te run. 2 Grcy1"riars Holid oy .:.nnur ls, 1925 - 26 

2 Chums =u ols, 19}6- }9 . Off ors , C . Bokor , 7 11.rrine Terr oce, 

\/e terl oo , Ceerrw rv on . 
i ,."Jll'ED: Uni on Jec ks (in good condi t i on ) issu es during yee r s 

1920- ,1 924 in c lusiv e . J os ephin e PoclDiwn, 27 .\rc hdo l e Hoed , 

Ea st nu1.,,;.ch, London, S.E . 22 . 
FOi< S..Lli.: Bound volume l!&lson ' LGe Libr ery Sept . 1928 to Dac .19 2 ~. 

In good coniliti cn. Off e rs. Kenne th H. Show , 6 Swif t St r ee t, 

Br rnslw Yor kshi re . 
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THE LEEDS EIU!Il!I TIO!l 

No soo n or wes I bvc k f r om Londori then I Wl'B off to I,uede t o he l p err eng o thi s greet e,Nant. Reg. Fudso n kin dly put me 
up and Sund •Y morni ng found us in e l a r go , Lofty he ll i n th& I,eede Cen tr a l Libr a ry, e room sd:air ob ly suited fo r our P"'-'POSe 
Bill Snwyer, who hes work ed lik e • Troj r n t o mel<e i t a success wee al r eady th er e, end with him Vora Co t es . 7e wer e joi nod by No:nnen Smi"th end G rry Allis on, ond wer e soo n at work f ill
ing tho rows of g l a s s cases . By tea-tim e ,re h<ld finish ed , 
the rosu lt of our l e~ l ooked good i ndeed. Pr rti cul arly 
ef fectiv e war e th e Hemilton an d John Modcreft sa cti ons , Nct ic 
boa rd s war e f i lled with press cuttipgs end ol d tin e poste r s . In th o ontrn nc e ha ll ,1or o thre e we ll f ill ed, lit -up cases jum to gi ve vi sit o rs c fo r e - t es te of whet t hey wer o. t o s ee inside • 
.'.,nd now I wil l hand ove r t o Bi ll 5,-wyer wh o will t ol l you some thing abo ut th e opening dey , 

~ 
By 17 . F . Sewyor 

The 25th e t l e s t! I stc rt ed c ff v.ith e pil e of l e tt ers, one from Fr ank llicha rds expressing his .;ood wishes . Sever el 
• phon e ce lls, then dr shed off t o t he .:.rt Gallu ry . The r e w,,e gra bbed by two f ell ows with "mac hin e guns" who went ed t o t , ke 

'f119" photogr eph. ._. ..l "J..t'gno t" E'ntl ':- "GC!l11 wer e r emoved f roo the 
.e.how-c oee , and wo got go ing. The n t hey want ed e boy, s o the see rc h st ert od . Boye e r o not easi ly come, by et 10- 30 in th.i morni ng, but aventu olly "",.Q wes f oun d . Lergo codol of Bunte r 
wt>s th en r emovee frotl ctH;J'G;~-1.nd c:orc pi,otogrl'phB t Etk.cn-. Hep 
ere no~, .;o t busy. Meneg od "t o ge t homo fo r , lunch, .wbir.h wlls into rru p t ed by 010r e 'ph ono calls . -··- ·-.· ·: ·· 

· !,lore int erviewv on get ting bock to ..irt Ga llery. Thon Mi,: Showcroee, edi.to r Yorkshire Even ing Nows, Counc ill or 
Mrs . D. 1.tuxphy, ·doput y cho i:nn81l, Library Collllllittee, end Sir 
Georgo Mertin, ex-Lord 1'.syor · of Leeds; s rri vod. I nintr oduc ~ 
t h"III t o th !il .Cr<>!d, r nd Mre . Murphy In<ld ll e sh ort sp occh . "'Thon . I.fr. Shewc;r<,ss dQc le r ed th o Exhib it i on ope n , end conf essed tha t his boyh ood f evouri t ee were J eck , S r.m end Pete . I tho n 
th ank .id tho ap~ al<ers. !!or,, r Gport ere , moro pictures F.nd e 
'phon e e• ll (OYen hor c, I couldn ' t dodge them} . 
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,.1c. hPd r stcf'ldy:__crowd :-11 dry .:'nd during th e. dinne r hour 

I 
I 

(be fo r € the J..xhibit i on WPS Offi ci Plly Open) quit e P rush. 
Tho Exhibit i o.n is obvi ously going to be P hug e succ ess, 

r n,< it is possible · it •:ill bo · extended beyond the f ortni gh t 
origin r lly r.rr rng(;;d. 

I went home et 9 p:am. tir ed , but heppy: 

OPF'..o1<S INVITED FOR, 4- bound v6i\lln es es follows , 
1 ) ld . r,lerv e l • s m,• s 25/29 rnd ' 31· • . ( 6) · 
2) Tru e Blu e - 3 copies ·inclu ding 6ne ){mes Dt,ubl e' Number . 
l d . a!rrv el ' s !Io ' s 93/94, 113. (6) . ··. · 
3) Uni on J r cks No' s 25/32 . ( 8) ' ·· 
4) l d . Marv els No's 17/ 19, 21/24 . (6) 
All ebovo nea tly b ound with stiff · covers ond ,n pep·c-rs 
complete except covers . 
Ndso n L~e Lib r ery , 3r 1 N~..,, Svries. complete 25 numbers in 
mint condition . J . fi(.p burn, 1 Sixth Ave., Blyth , N'lend . 

COiilGC'fIOH$ 
The Scp t c:nber number wes number ed 

in error. It sh ould heve been _ _!2. 
No . ~ on the cover 

ThJr o ·:.er o soc e errors in t£1bUl ,'."'til'lf; the M~gnet ~ volu=nes 
j
1

' in Bill tl: rtin 1 s od...,-ert. lest :nonth. Som...= i te:ns were Pls o 
orni tted. It r~per rs this 01onth , s it should hnvc done in 

i :,epte!lber. H wrs 'a.ecided not t o sell rey1ihi!J8 until the 
rqver t. r cp::,peer :::d. . , ~ I --- ---r Lot,t cr lk>x. c9nt d'. · from p .297 ) 
;-:r. Gc.rl ' s r-s sump~ion tr.rt the.: Cl ~verhousc. Hous e ycrru3", pur
port ed tc hrv e been wri tt cn by ':irlly Hemmond, .,,.,r o the, work oJ 
Gunby Hrd? tt,, ru'4 S C, enquired dir ect f:c'.Oi!l' l!r. Hrdr th hims lllf. 
In e c~r d ,;received frc!l him todey frQm -hie ho!11<1 in the French 
.:.J,ps t, ~ t ens ' me th r t cos t , emphetfoHly he never used "lrlly 
Hrir.mond' s n£1mo.t s rn r li e s r nd eeks n:o to ·corr ect Mr. G-3Pl 's 
strt<,men t . 11:r. Hedr th told me some time rgo thot he had nev er 
,,ritt vn for boys' rncgrz in ea si nc e th ~ deys of th e c:J,r ;ui -1, s o 
it would s eeo th l''t: the . "JQPJl .. B1;:resf ord 11 yerns f're not from 
his pen e ither. 

Yours sinc ...-r ~ly, 
. ' ,J... 

:J l'l'lnn( J . S0111'1f/1.'iY 



l~ ttex Box: 
- - - -- - - - Mor o kbout J ock of ill Trnde s 

Septera) er 9 th , 1950. 

Deor Forb ert L,:,ck enby , 

I,ose Lrwn, .iG.ngsgAt t::-on-Sel' , 
Bro ads t a i r s, Kent . 

J,;~.iy t hr nks f or th e C .D. whic h dro pped i n y est erd ey . You 
have g i v en us some very g:>od it ems t hi s time . I lik e very muc 
11.K. Harri s • s art ic l e . Evide nt ly he r egPrd ed t he· o l <f paper rs e 
"Gem cf pure st r fy su renc": th ough uni,ff ectec! by the NegnCtj,.c 
et t rectio n of it s comp~ni on\ Bernard Prim e ' s or ticle on oHr 

I I pl ump ol d f ri end t i,, . Pr out io - to mo rt lc~st - very anjo yabl 1 
' r eEiding . And I ondor s c:: ev.e1y wor d i n Tom Johns on' s 1.:-:tte r re 

t he Pr t icle ).es t month on th e 11Fl'IJOUS Fi ve " . 
'fhenks to Leo :1rf<! Pl'ckmcn f or his k.in~ 1"€me.rks on "JPc k I 

of ill Tre.dE:s" . TJhrt he apys Ahoi.;.t t h~ Jncvraple t fulness, f's 
Hurr ee Singh l[l.ght cell it , of th e book, is qul .t e corre c t ; .bu t 
t hu f oct i s -:"'.:.l-t th~ "Jeck of ..Ul T.r2des 11 sur ios i s som\!whr-i; 
i :1 thJ n.oturc of on exporimt:rrt . rn th o ol d dt>ys of th o 1,~Pgna , 
E' vas t mrjor ity of readers plumped fo '!'.' the "ser i es " which prec 
t i c£' l l y £11lcu.?J.tcd t o fl se ri :r, 1 e · doze n o!" s o r.umber s being 
fill ed t o make the st ory complet e. Fr cnk Ri ch erds hed the bri t 
i dea - os he de&cod it - · of a series of books on t he srn,e lin es 
t he st ory de v~l opi ng f ro m book t o book in s t e•d of f rom nuinber 
t o number cs in tho ol :J lo!Pgnet . 3sch book wi ll give " dc fini l ' 
s ect io n of J ac !-:1.s crr eBr ; but t he mei n th E:~e wil l be c e rri ed 
on fr oc one volume to flnothe~. I hJlve h?d t his i deP in min '3 f o 
many yea rs; &nd I think I hev e ment i oned it to you beforo , so • 
ti me or ot he r ; l don ' t think. i t h~d l;;;l'v cr been :lone bef or e '" but • 
wey .not o new dc pnr t ur e s o:iot imc s? So t!' . .;r e y ou er e , 1eOl1Pr d t 

, : : I f.m l ooki ng f orward t o th e Al;muPl, ~nd es pec i e l ly t o 
El'i c Feyn e on th e popul er Popular . 

' l ith ki nd rege rd e , :,l wey s yours s i nc er e ly , 

=- · ·==cm FR.:J.'K lUCILRDS .• 

16th kugus t 1950 . Capo Provin cv , South :.f ri e . 

Gunby Hadet h Se t t l es It d 
P .O. Box 8 , Bceco nefi e l d, 

Deer l:!r . Edit .or, 
Furt he r t o Mr, J ohn G0el' s l e tt er t o th e J un e DIGISr , and 

t o Mr. : .. n ~n • s r eply in t he July DI GeST . I r a th er doub t ed 
.,_~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~(Contd.~ · 295 ) 
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I ho::,o t:?nt yon -.1.1;. !lot ti 1i. 1k t !1r.t ~ ·e hev e e ntp-e ly di Soen s ed 'J'it!'! the no~ fa.o il i o.r he2>.ding 'to this section . I had . to le: .ve it out l ast r:iontb o•i:, g t o the le n gth of tl)e . --:-olter ·.-:e1>':l fe.-::ture , !lnd fi~ dt o.a ::i result of th at "one · fe,.ture " itec t h<lt I have. a lot t o i nse rt this r:orrth o.nd so o:..:st ca ke use of: .!ll a vailo.b le sp.-ice ·. . I !).ope th e section -::!.11 lo ,k norr.:..1 :.n t:u1 ro v ai ~..)d:r l s sue of t he c.D. Since "Titing TlJ l :.st Ronn d 'i' ·.Ole chat I h dve h ."'tl the very ge,:;t ple ,, sure of mee ting, for tho first time , one of --i;, e r.:ost , r dent :)le.ke f n ns and n r::>,'.;1.1.l:i.r co ntr:.~utor to both i.ho c , D~ ~.,1d t!1e A.nnut'!.l. Aeco cpanied 'jy his 1 ."ife , Ircc. , Rox Dolphi n ar~·i v ed on e Sund~ co rnin z . - As yo\! H ..... y gu esc ::e i1ad !:OLlC delish t ltU. ;101:r s ~ .. .!.!:i!lg ov or o·..1r co:.r-ton interest <tnJ. on ce n se,ir. ::..t '1C'c::.1ed t o co that th ere c,•'It b o so r::e cacie&.l.. inflt~e nce ·:ithi n the ::la!: ~ circ l e , f or it so~ od ns t houf91,. Rox an t! I h!".d !.:nO''"!l oc ch :;thor !:'or y ea.r9. ::,. .. er ythi :lb s eo:aed so :izt -.:r n l .. nr! ! 1...u~-: co:1f ar'.'i t?1.:.t I · •r.o cro1~cy t o see r.ex a nd his rife l c:.vc ~.!s 0:1 t !lei .:,nd · y i::01·ni:1g . .0o:1•t fo r ge t, I ·:i~ l · ·elco c c :1::r !"l ... J:e f en · :ho co :.19c t his o;ay . I nocl.! li l:e to apologiso to i,eo~ .··Td Pu cltJ~an fo:i.· th e tt""vi·,.Pt cu tti:1fi o;,.'f of ili~ fi::10 l itt l e ".:·ticlo ·'".7o:-lds urea -t e st ·.c t.:,r .'eto cti vo ·1 ir. t!1 0 AU~Gt i .,cue. I oxr,oc t ho •.ill li:-.vo rO''.lioo:! t~l..•t ~?- c ,:i · ':!.S t! 1e ·-roble:? . ...,3l i ov o t.l e i t is no 0~.e;· ~ ::.:-J: t o t :.t i .l : t!11,..so t:li,gs in, in fc.ct so:::otir.l os i t is ~ dJcited ~1or.J.ec:u) . · ·c·.:evc..-. t:'"io cc :,cl:,.;.9ion of Leo :1;-.r d ' s !'o · t,. :r e a~~·cru·s in th i s i ssue o n.d I ho:,o t lia t ·:o ahal. l bo ~'bl, to :.void nu.c~1 !rn:1::,o,1i:ig3 i:1 tho •\tt ure . Let oe ::no"· ... ~1c t you t!1i: 1k of ,·.a-n c·.-· inr:o vati on . I r 1:fb; to t:10 brie f c1~iti c i sns of the S. S. L . 3r d s er io3 vo l ..u:ios no"."' ~ub :!!69:led. ~er.ct io"ls to tld3 :-::id othor for.t uro 3 -.?.11 be :...: ,reci ated . 
In concl ;!si on let ae ir..:)r oss u:,on nl l 31';.kU,.n s th c3; th o c.D .. .,\:1nu..-tl fc:.· t hic yo.=.r ··."ILL def i :tit cly coa t c.i n the long ~Jit~fl :,~~~!~f: : nt i on 11 

f o ... turo '>y ~!..r:-y ~iooor. I tl1i~ y ou 

11. : • 30::v. 



SLXTON BL.lC - ',ORLD'S GH£.,T:ST uCTOR-D ']!'EX:TIVE 

By LconPrd Prckl:lm 
( Conclud ed fr om No . 44) 

:J.S c oul d , ... nly be ex ~c.cte d , Bl ake coul <l n.:,t gv e n ch tinging 
ro l £a [\t such sp ce=d f ... ,r ever, tind he had t c slow down consi der
obly , being cont ent v.ith Yrchts ;,r n (408) , Htwker (424) Music 
Holl l,lr neger (440), Ki.ng' s-Priz emen (458 ) , r nd I.suru\ry!:1rn (467) 

By this t:io u Bl ekb he.d pr et ty well cov ere ,1 ° ll tho par ts 
thVt 0vcn $UCh e gr ePt octo r r s he coul d pl r y. It is ther e 
f or e not surp ri sing th nt fr om this ti.mo onwrrd " " fin d him in 
(,,nly r very c ccrs i one l r ol e . 

In be twee n ti oos, Olr kc , <.:f cours e , wfls f e r fr om i dl e . 
Hov.ove r, we find hi m r t r l e t er de to in th ~ r ol e of Pir e t e (618 
Lumber j r ck (968 ), Gun Runner ( 992) , Conv i ct (1250) - this l!IUBt 
hrv .... be en ~ f rv .;uri t c r i:.:l c. of Blek o' s, f or it wee th e se c oM 
ti me lj.<, had p l oyed th e pe rt: - !,: r d f;fryor (1308) , r n l fin r lly, 
Gong s tor ( 1414 ) • 

To sum up, it is defini t ul y known t hs t Sext on Bl<h pl 0 yed 
rt l e . et 82 diff ~r c,nt r c;l oe in th v cours e cf th e 29 o<l<l y~r re 
of t his "Union J~ck" series, Pn<l I do not think eny 0ne cl'n dis 
put c. oy ti t lu of - "Sext c n Bl flkc - "lorl C' s Gr .:;rt est ~ .. ct C'r-
Dc t e e ti ve 11 t 

THE Si.XTQr: BL JC:: LIB~L..jff - -~UGUS~ 195 0 

Jiu . 22 1. The ,·;ys t ery uf t ho Crooked Gift. , .nth oey Pe rs ons . 

This st . ry c f bl ackm, il h~s r g .otl begi nni ng , Pn<l ,•,hon th 
sc ene shifts t <.· In<li c tho iapr ess i on o f p l11cc.: i s rerlis ed quit 
cr .cl ib~ . 

Bl rke is well port r<'yc~ , but ~n e wish es ho he~ the edven
tures him.self, inst t;£'C of ' mer e ly solvin.g- th ee & c o:nplic ,. t od 

.. "\'lho-dun - i ts " . His e thics f' t th e end ~f this t £1 l o rr e sur-
prising, t c s ~y th e le c,st . 

But C&rt e-r Sehib~ Obse ss ed with "nift y bits of fluff", 
end usi ng c·Ut- vf -dr t c vul gr ri sms , ( titfure, ~t c) , he rev olt ec. 
C?E. 1J'l<!. hi s ox ecr r bl ;:;; f'm:1 t ?s t ol css pun in th ..: Bembry a ·rgu c . 
:. pr oper S- TDKE!ll 
ii . . 222. The Ces c of L. a. C • Dicks on. J ohn Drul!ll!lond . 

A quit e onj oyr b l e t r lc , with one cosy li ttl e ec cn o in 



~~~~~~~~~~~301 ~~~~~~~~~~~-, 
$ Q~ ~ cvnvinc i ng chrrrct cra, cnt n pl rusiblc 

p:..v t . 
Bl ekv • s rsa is tent wrs mor e lik e the Tink or we us art t o kn :: w, but even hvre his mr.stor hrd t o sey sharpl y, "Less fl ipp,mcy, 

plcrsc . It • s b rd on, ugh, without hr>ving t o listen t c y our 
j okes t v0 . Sit d.:iwn ." 

Thr t• s tho WPY t o t...,lk , sir . 

G. -•· 

Tffi: rlYSTEkY OF SSXTON BL.lKE! 

By Chr rlos Brkcr 
I . rs lwrys un der th e i.cp r ossi cn th nt the first Se xt on Bl· kt. sto ry wor publisho .l rp po, r od under the titlo 0f -

"S....xtvn Bl r ke - Dctcctive n i.n the "Uni on J rc k", N'y 4th 1894, 
- nJ th c t it wos writt en by Hrrry Blyth. Th o ;, l u t con tr ed 
round ~ ccffin being oxhwned f r , m ~ grrve in r churchyrr ,: r t; · tlord of night ; th e re v:r a rn illustretio n c f Suxt on Blrko hoH 
ine; up l" lt1ntern t .... giv e lit:ht t o t ho s ex t on :-nd gr Pv c digg ors 
t o .,.e rk by . I th uu,;ht thi s sp o t .Jf un1 ort e ldn;; h rd gi von tho £1uth v r th 1..1 idol' vf the nrm.o. "Scxtv n". How...:vGr, now I un dor strnc! th a t r. much ccrlior rd vonture .. f Saxt on BlPk a =s pub
lisho<l in tho "Mrrv ~l" in 169}; thi s hrs bee n rvc .:,rdc~ in en int er ~sting a rti cle by Hr. "lrltc r ~lcbb. 

~ th e s or irl "Sex t on Bl rk .c flt Schu0l 11 br a Pls o bee n 
:::J .... ntion c<! by Mr. 'r7ebb, I l',"rul d lik o t ,:, sry r few '9;"Jrd.B l")n thiE 
J:Jflttor . Tho auri f"l c oL'lI:lonc&d in th .J "!3oy' s Hc rrl-i , " No . 238 
Vul.V, Fvb=ry 6th , 1900 . Th e 18'! r f t or\'f ar<!s kno,m es Soxt c n Bl r ko , first r,p..Jr r eC in th o et , ry without r nFr.:ic , lidng r 
str ongo lif ~ in r grim f vr bi dcling mrrtell o t ow~r in r lo nvly sp vt, his only c omp?nion be ing his guFrdi~n, ~n eccent ric mr.n 
knvwn os Dr . Ll>nchest <,r; tho bc,y on returning t o the towe r 
vn<> ni i.ht is ho rr ifie<! to f ind th a t Dr. Lencho st ar , his only 
fri en d , Ms be en murd er ed . The boy disc ov er s r l et t or tell i.I g him t ~ b"O t oe c&r t ~in house in Lendon whor e ho will fin<\ 
fri ~nds. Tho hous G t o which ho g"e s is r mi,gnificcnt buil d ir g in the honrt vf London . Thv boy ' s rr,rr i vf' l is l"nnounc or! by ,.. 
f oo tme n to two distinguish ed looking men, one ;,f whom spr ings t c his f ob t with r st ar tled excll! mDti on , '"7e must not t oll h1J, 
his c::,rr cct nrmo t" ha ...xcl E>ime . 1'\Vc wi l l ct:'ll hi m Blak o -Sext on Bl c·ke t" 



Tt:c c,uth or, Cocil lll'yter, strrted cift in Splendid styl e , 
but to m;y-minr!, c!.id not matlf'go t o keery it up, f or rfte r th e 
re6d 0r hed b een fill3 1 with high axpactstions of finc!ing thst 
Bl ~k e might be hai r to e thron ., or sometti ing of the sort , the 
sto ry "fter showing great promise e t th e ste r,\ grows very w~Pk 
ct th e .;:ru:19 e nd. C'fter fil l t he r:ey-etery E'!bout Bli:tke's nrme , no 
re e l exp l ene ti on is given , only the t Sexto n Bleke 1s ! e th e r, e 
Dr. Ber k e ly Bleke, bed disc 0vero c! e fv nnul.P ru1d )l2c. bee n 
murc!&rot by s c~rt ein Fr onc oi e Leroux, hJ ed of • powerful gc,ng 
of cr ooks . •.,ha t th e f or::ruJ.£1 wos we ere not r er lly t ol d ; of 
cvurse if it wre one f ...,r th e .:Ltom B0mb th e r e might b,;i somethin 
in it 1 I have £' lvreys th ~ught that when Cocil H~yt er c ommenc e 
th ~ st ory th a t he intend ed it t o hPve qui te e difforont ending 
to th e insipi d one he gev& it. It was neve r axpleined why th , 
led• e ree 1 rume shoul d ~ kepj fr om him, or why th e llllCld of 
Dr. Lenchester shoul d work such wonders wbenaver i t Wl'IS :nen
tioned, vr whe t heppuned t o SGX.ton Bl~ke ' s doubl e? 

"Sext on Bl ,..ke et Sch co l 11 wl'e l etc r publishe ~ in Pn 
abridge d form •s c compl e te t r l e in tho "Boy• s Frien d 3d . 
Li br ary ( first sori e s) l!v . 102, rnd in this editi on Blake s til 
rppeE'lr ed flB r, boy of ~ own DQIDG . 

Uony y u•r• l e tor in 1933, the st ory was egrin r o- pub lishe 
in the Boy's Fri en d 4d . Lib r a ry (2nd seri~s) lie . 388, but with 
some elterations, Bloke e91>c•ra right from th o st •r t es Sexton 
Bl rk o , th e au th or is now given es John :.ndrewe. In th e two 
f ormer oCi ti ons th e he edme.ste r of St . -~•a Wf'S Dr. ,Vils on, 
but h ~ has now become Dr . Lock e ! 

It is int er usting t c 11( t o th ot in th e Boy's Hurrl ~ p.6 72 
.;;f Nc .2 50 , and egrin vn p.801 -,f Nc .258, Jun e 27th 1908, 
Hmnilt On E.tlwards s t c t .:s tQPt us.::.:xton Bloke flt Sch oo l 11 w,ie 
writt en by c~cil HPyt ~r. 
NGrE 
-- Tv th es e tdmi~ rs o! Sext on Bl rk o who wr lk a long Bek~r 
Strcot, wunderin,; rt which hcus e th ~ir hero may reside , I give 
th em this hope : -

In th e 11B0y•s H"r ald " Nc . 225, Vol. V, Nov.9th 1907 , in 
11 Yvur Eci t cr• s 1...clvicc " c vl .3 , Hcmilt on Edffl\rds r epl ies t o r end r 
J .~. 11. {How t e, r oc,ove freckl es) " Sex t on Bloke is • r es l de tec
tive, is still t livo , oa maey crimiMle know t .) their C)st,bu.~ 
for obvious reasons, I connot te ll y ou his r ettl Mme', or th e 
oreci e o cdd.rese et which he res i des. u 1 ~ ~ 
· I E':m t>frfli d he must bo rf'th er e..n old gent l emen now, f'IB I 
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s ee it hes been menti oned t hn t he WF S in 1.he Princess .;.).ice 
disrster cf 1878. Cec il H!'yt e r writee in tho sch ool tel e of 
Blslt e riding in P mot or cer ce o bey, but I d o no t think erq 
cers were Pbout in 1878. It is r ll a gr eet JIIYst ery, 11 1111ste 
th!!t only Sext cn Bleke hims e lf coul d eolv a. 

ZENITH' S wn: ..FPilRS 

By .:... Young. 
The first "Zeni th " st .?ry t " :.. Duel t o th e Derith 11, O?pesred 

in the U. J. in 1918 , Pnd th -, l est 0ns epp erred in the U.J.•e 
success or, "The Dotect h 'e Weekly " &erly in the "\for. Zenith 
t h:>r cforo flvurish oo f or eb<.,ut twenty-one y eaxs. During the 
who l ~ cf th e t p eri od , he se emed t " hov e only ono l ov e r ff air , 
end I -1on • t t hink it «E>s fri th Freu K:tel\Z. Judging from 
.:..nthoey Skene• s de scription of h er, I ehoul <\ think Zeni sh• s 
e ss ~ci e tion wvs purely busin es s end pl a t onic. Zani th un
c!oubt ed ly f ~ll in fo vo with A LiP.rie Louise, however. She firs 
"? P~e.re d in "Th o Ceee of the Su: Clues" when Bl nk.; en holi day 
ec ci dentnlly s tumbl es int o e cuuntey house e t wldch Zeni th is 
g ivi ng e dinn er perty. l.!Pri e Louisa wea :,resent t>t this pe 
ond Blak e dined with tham. I do not think th e ri ee t ,mis ever 
r ec ched, since Or kl r h ~llll' Sr.m App arred on th e scene 11'1 th the 
rnnouncement th et Tinker hod bGen ru,b\ed by him, l'nd in the 
ensuing struggl e Bl r k c not only custod some of Zenith' s J epe, 
beck ,heel eel Zeni th into th o f irepl eo&, but set fire t o hie h 
es well . We next h"o r cf l.wri e Louis e in that fin e y t>m, th e 
"Cr ee of the Cr.,st rl •G<'zer''. I t will be r cc oll ed thr t Tink or 
on the trock of Zuni th reo e i v ee e terrific bl ow on the hee d wi 
e hee vy epenl:lor, but es he is weer ing e er e ah cFp un i e r his ree 
cep he i e cnly stunn ed. Zeni sh , who h l'd just hM en opium 
th ought he wos killed _ 1"":d..<L Louie e_axpreseee -a orrow th ... t 
e fin e l rd shoul d b " killed whan s o yo1111g, end Zeni th then 
expresses his l ove fo r thie l edy . He eleo hes en eaef8ru,ti on 
with hor end' when Blake unconsci ously s eves hor lif e, Zeni th 
return8 th e f evo ur by epering Bl e.lte•s , 110 th at fo, mw,t have be 
pretty- fond of her. Merl e Loui se i s menti on ac\ indirectly 1n 
th e : "Ceae of tho Elsinglw'!I, Leg&nd" , "qltt nev er •? PeBrl! ActUBlly 
on err;r scone. In the "Ctlse of the Toxio Tulips", however, she 
w<>lks nth Zenith " " en G4Ua1 to the mee ting of the CnndM1e ' 
Convention, end when ZClllitil is eyills ·sh e bide him f arewell. She 
die e~pellr&d fr vm the s cene After the~; es she n..ve r spp eflred 
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111 th z;;,ni th in the "Return ot 111>1 th the .:.lbi!lo" end nb .. quon 
yen>a. pdhl>pe Zeni th we,,ri.ed ot her or she found enothff 
trteud in Le<lll Iraatrel or 'Jelao , or 11e7be 80IU 11pricht eort. 

In e prerl0118 ertiolei:Uoned bow I thoaeht Skm,e•e 
beet work wee t o be t vund tba Nri• ffDSiDlr trca "A Dllel 
t o the l)a8th" t o "PleS"f" , p:rm cOYOred " period ot ebou 
three 7e""· The reN1911. tor Ulh, or rather one ot the reee 
t or this, ie tbet Blelte•..- •Hitllde tollerda Zenith oh,,nged in 
rsth..r e peoulitt wmi~ Ille later 78:l"'"• Por ins~, 
in SutOll Bleke ' Libre:17 :51, "'!he Pfltel lleeoot", Bl ake eotuB 
dinee rith Zon1. th in e lic , reataureat Nld gina h1III t:l.M to 
au,ke " getasi>7. J:n ot th• etrooiou end• Zeaith bed 
<!evia ed t or Blelte in ~ 7fl:rm,end more illp vrtent etill 
in vi..,, of Zeni th'• imrderou ett<Allpt en i'iDlc ar in "'!'he Cesa 
of the cr7eteJ Ge•""· ~ ~ "'l"l'll7 nurd81'0Utl ettapt on 
Tink er in "On s~ 8efon,oe", wile i'iDlcer 1e d,mped. int o e , 
goeometer t o Mdtocet• ~ llfllt8 poieoning, it 1• herdl.7 con
oei.,..ble tlu>t Bl~ -1d ""lmteril7 dino ·end 1i1ne with him, 
Adm:i tte dl;r Bl~lt ~d ined :'11 t!i Zeni th in "'!h e CPee vt the Six , 
Clue•" elluded to ebo""• lnat here 1 t ,ma tor etretegr to g,,in 
ttae. ~ p "The !'dl'l Jl!oeoot" Jflrn Bleke end Zani th""" 
eotuell7 e~U!f, 11tlioh e 1ll'OJlg l1t erer7 oot e with 11111. 
However , Antllon;J Skene, P!llu i,nd ~11 , ie 111J greet f e...ourite, 
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